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Many enthusiastic readers of The Sunday School 
Times, as we have learned from correspondence and 
personal acquaintance, are in control of important 
business interests, and are large advertisers. To all 
such, this paragraph is a reminder that thousands of 
thoughtful, people with human daily needs are as 
warmly interested in the use of The Sunday School 
Times as you are, and an advertisement of -yours | 
would reach your kind of people through a preferred 
medium. 











Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: What doth Jehovah require 
of thee, but to do justly, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with thy God ?—Micah 6: 8. 


1. January 4.—Jesus and the Children . . Mark 9 : 30-41; 10 : 13-16 


2. January 11.—The Mission of the Seventy . . . . Luke ro: 1-24 
3. January 18.—The Gpod Samaritan... ..... Luke fo : 25-37 
4. January 25.—Serving Jesus . . Luke 8: 1-3; 9 : 57-62: 10: 38-42 
5. February 1.—The Unfriendly Neighbor ..... . Luke 11 : 1-13 
6. February 8.—Darkness and Light ..... Luke 11 : 14-26, 33-36 

. February 15.—Christ’s Hatred of Shams .. .. . Luke 11 : 37-54 
b. February 22.—Faith Destroying Fear .. . Luke 12: 1-12 


9. March 1.—Trusting in Riches and ‘Trusting in God . Luke 12 : 13-34 
10. March 8.—Watchfulness (Temperance Lesson) . . Luke 12 : 35-48 
ar. March 15.—The Lawful Use of the Sabbath . Luke 13: 10-17; 14: 1-6 
12. March 22,—Lessoms by the Way ......... Luke 13 : 18-35 
13.. March 29.—Review—Jesus the Great Teacher 


% 
Waiting 
By Emma M. Gibson 


** Therefore will Jehovah wait, that he may be 
gracious unto you.’’—Isaiah 30: 18 


AITING for pardgn? Nay, ’tis He must wait,— 
Wait for thy sin to lose its evil charms; 
Wait with a love patient, compassionate, 
Till hunger drives thee to thy Father’s arms. 


Waiting for peace? His peace is offered still, 
Peace like a river, flowing full and free ; 

*Tis thine if thou wilt choose thy Father's will ; 
He waits to give his perfect peace to thee. 


Waiting for power? Hast tarried with thy Lord? 
Unlocked each door and given him the key ? 

Thou shalt receive. This is his blessed word,— 
* Open the door, and I will dwell with thee.” 








If You Are a Minister 


The Editor of The Sunday School Times wants to 
ask two questions of the ministers who read this paper. 


I. In what ways does the Times now specially 
help you ? 

2. What additional matter, not now in the 
paper, would make the Times still more helpful . 
to you ? 


The Editor will be grateful for letters from ministers 
answering these two questions. In view of plans for 


a special ‘‘ Pastors’ Number’’ this spring, the letters 
will be the more welcome if written immediately. 

In answering both questions please be as definite 
and detailed as possible, naming the articles or de- 
partmerits that now help most, and describing quite 
fully the sort of material that would increase the 
Times’ usefulness to you. 


x 
Shortsightedness in Judging 


Only a sinless man can safely judge or condemn 
others, But we have all forgotten this in our strange 
liking for the sin of judging. We often entirely forget 
that judging is a sin,—the kind of judging that we do 
when we condemn the weaknesses of our fellows. We 
forget that whenever we condemn another for any sin 
or failure, we ourselves are committing the very thing 
for which we are condemning him : sin. God’s Word 
is aimed straight at us in this matter, as it says: 
‘*Thou art without excuse, O man, whosoever thou 
art that judgest : for wherein thou judgest another, 
thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest dost 
practise the same things."’ It is as absurd as for a 
blind man to condemn another blind man for not 
seeing. Yet the boomerang of judging is only one of 
the many instances of the self-deception of sin, On 
the other hand, the more we let Christ hold us free from 
the power of sin, the less desire we have to condemn 
others for that from which Christ is delivering us. 


ax 
The Missing Link 


Knowledge is not always power ; and that is the 
reason why religion can do more for men than science. 
For true religion brings God into men's lives ; and 
that means power even when the God-enriched life is 
‘an ignorant life. At the Worid’s Sunday School Con- 
vention in Zurich last summer, the Rev. R. Moffat 
Gautrey of Londtn said of mankind : «‘Scientists may 
search for the missing link that binds him to the earth, 
but Jesus of Nazareth has provided the link that binds 
him to the skies.’ When one has thus been brought 


< 


The God 


N ENGLISH minister has recently published a 
volume of sermons which are more courageous 
than most of us are; for he said that in that 

course of sermons he had made up his mind to begin 
at the beginning with every subject he touched, and 
not to assume that his hearers knew what even the 
most familiar subject meant. He says preachers all 
speak of God as if the people knew just as much about 
him as they themselves do, He says they know very 
little about him. And all the time they have in their 
minds a very different idea about God from what he 
has. This is courageous. But it might be a good 
thing for some of us to look into the matter, 

Well, if we are to know him, we are to know him 
principally through the Bible and through Christ. 
Aad it may be that we have missed many a fine point 
about God through just assuming too much that we 
know him. Here, packed into a phrase, is one of the 
truths about God’s nature which we may spend all 
the rest of our lives in drawing out. The apostle-does 
not dwell upon it, but the phrase is overloaded with 
meaning and usefulness which we need to think of 
now and for a long time to come, For though we 
may all know that he is a God who means to have 
righteousness and truthfulness in us, who forms char- 
acter and demands service, do we think of him as one 
who takes such pains to enhearten and encourage, 
that doing: this is as much his activity and his care as 
it is to produce tlie other results ? 

It is well to begin at the beginning, and consider 


into the eternal life of God through Christ, he can re- 
joice in a new way in all that science may do for him ; 
but science cannot limit his interest to the things that 
only the natural man can explore. 


x 
Declining to Practise Poverty 


Money is a poor safeguard against poverty. The 


-Egyptians are credited with a proverb that says; “If 


you spend all your time collecting money for fear of 
poverty, you are practising poverty.'’ Undoubtedly 
many a rich man suffers more pangs from the thought 
of possible poverty than some who have never known 
what it was to have a money surplus. Yet those who 
have little money often make the same mistake of 
needlessly ‘practising poverty.'’ For poverty is not 
a question of the presence or the absence of money ; 
it is a question of trusting or doubting the loving care 
of One who is able to supply all our needs. And 
when we have come to the point of really trusting 
Him, the fear of poverty fades out like a bad dream, 
and we rejoice in the- riches that can never be taken 


from us. 
x 
Better Than Gossip 


Most people do not hear nearly as much good 
news as they would like to. And most people pass 
on to others a great deal more bad. news than they 
need to. One of the commonest forms of bad news 
is what is ordinarily called ‘‘gossip"’: telling people 
unfavorable facts or fancies about other folks. ut 
when we have taken our Lord Jesus Christ at his word, 
and day by day let him do for us all that he wants..to 
do, the joyous amazement of his love and power is so 
overwhelming to us that we cannot help telling others 
about it. Then it is, as has been well said, that 
‘* gossip calls become gospel calls,’’ What a radiant 
thing it would make of life if we all brought good news 
to others at every step of the way! We can do just 
that, in Christ , for the best spreading of the gospel is 
often not told in words at all, but shows forth because 
it cannot be hid in the life, 


“ 


of Hope 


what we have before our imagination when we think 
of God. Our ordinary conception of him may, with- 
out our realizing it, become gray and tiresome and 
hard. It may have wholly to do with duty, and very 
little to do with the beautiful, the gracious, or the 
winning. Our God may become to 4s a great, joyless 
severity who has set a limit to what we are to expect, 
and bids us get contented with life as it is, and not to 
expect much more of it. 

In many directions the Christian life is deprived of 
power not through known sin but through hopeless- 
ness. Left to ourselves we are not hopeful: beings, 
and in too many directions we easily say, ‘‘ Nothing 
can be done about it,"’ when a deeper knowledge of 
God would fill us with the sense of resources, 

A woman, whose disposition and training had long 
inclined her toward fixed ways, was talking with her 
minister, who insisted that she ‘could do a certain 
thing. She claimed that the failure to do it was one 
of the unchangeable things, and was hopeless. She 
would not even try. But the minister kept prodding 
and insisting until finally she got quite mad in a whole- 
some sort of way, and departed with her-last word a 
reiteration that she could not do it. The upshot of 
the matter was that she went right off and did that 
thing for the first time in her life. Somehow or other 
she got hold of a hope that she might do it, and not 
only did that, but a lot more along with it. Better 
still, she came back and told the minister that she had 
not only done it, but that she had done it a great deal 
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better than he did himself. The result was that she 
not only hoped, but she abounded in hope. 

George Matheson said that he thought it required a 
greater exercise of divine power to inspire with habit- 
ual hope than to inspire either with habitual faith or 
with habitual love. Other people may help us to 
love, and they may help us to trust, but to help us to 
hope seems very peculiarly God's work. ‘‘We have 
no earthly object which we can see forever in the sun- 
shine.’’ God furnishes our minds and hearts with 
forms to dwell upon which no human being could give 
us. When he spoke to the Romans about the God of 
hope, Paul said, in effect, ‘‘I am going to turn you 
over to God for him to deal directly with you in this 
matter. I cannot do this, but the God of hope can 
do it."’ 

Paul was ready to take his hands off their affairs 
when he said this. No one could see just how this 
jarred and tangled state of things in the Roman church 
or surroundings could ever be turned into holiness and 
blessing, but the day came when that problem was no 
longer their problem. The future looked to be full of 
possibilities. 

It is a good thing for us to go again, as the English 
reacher did, into this matter of our God. We may 
ave done so with regard to trials, but we need to do 

so with reference to our capacity ; for many are set- 
tling themselves down into a stationary life, allowing 
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themselves no large expectations for the future, 
Principal Rainey spoke once of ‘‘stinting our expec- 
tations of God.*’ Very often, having accomplished 
some enlargement of his religion, the Christian falls 
to thinking that that is enough for his lifetime, and 
resents going any farther. It is in this way that the 
good becomes the enemy of the better, and those who 
once were forward to find God’s will are found block- 
ing progress, But the God of hope is always making 
our hope ‘‘ greater in degree, richer in content, in- 
tenser in quality, and wider in area."’ 

‘« Diligence and earnestness are not enough.’’ We 
need horizon. Christendom has before it to-day plans 
and hopes which once it hardly dreamed of. It is not 
always more work and more prayer and more obedi- 
ence that God wants of us, but to break into our lives 
and make openings for us to see vistas of his own sug- 
gesting. To listen, to be open to his influences, to 
follow a larger plan all the time, not because we see 
it justified by present facts or past experiences, but 
because he opens them up to us, is a chief mark of 
the Christian life. Despondency, which we too easily 
assume to be the result of disposition, is more likely 
to be the condition of one who simply has his own 
mind and heart as the only resources from which he 
can draw. 

We do not make ourselves hopeful. We become 
so as the result of a creative touch and act from above. 





F YOU are a member of the Bible Success Band, or 
if you have been committing its Scripture passages 
to memory, the Editor of The Sunday School Times 

will appreciate a brief letter telling what personal spir- 
itual blessing this memorizing of Scripture has brought 


to you, 


Recovering Our Lost Victory 


There is no loss that crushes us quite so over- 
whelmingly as the loss of that fellowship with God, 
in Christ, that has meant our supernatural freedom 
from the power of sin, and that has made us a channel 
‘of blessing to others. While we are living in the 
precious experience of Christ’s fulness in our life it 
seems as though nothing could ever disturb this rela- 
tionship. But if a break comes then is Satan's oppor- 
tunity to torture us with the thought that we cannot 
get back. It is only Satan’s lie that what Christ has 
done Christ cannot do again, But it is often a tragic- 
ally successful lie. A woman in Michigan, heart- 
hungry for a full restoration of all that Christ has 
meant to her, asks for light on the pathway back to 
the haven of peace and victory. She writes : 

Over a year ago I came into a full, deep experience, and 
knew something of the ‘' witness of the Spirit” and the ** peace 
which passeth understanding.’’ Life was rich in joy and most 
blessed in the constant guidance of Jesus, and the precious 
consciousness of his constant presence. My husband and two 
children felt the genuineness of my faith, and reveled in my 
patience and restfulness, even though there were many trying 
days. 

A few months after this wonderful sweetness of Christ's own 
giving, under exceedingly trying circumstances I lost control 
of my old enemy—temper, and from that moment I have had 
no peace ; and though I have asked forgiveness with a con- 
trite, broken heart, there has been little rest of soul. I have 
made so many mistakes, become confused in home plans, 
found myself often in great impatience, and then in sorrow and 
humility asking forgiveness of my dear ones. 

I must get into haven ; I am sostorm-tossed! I know from 
so many blessed things that God's hand is lovingly upon me ; 
his care I see constantly ; and still his peace—the freedom 
from impatience, from quick words—is not mine now. 

What is the first step home again? Do you understand 
my heart in this? Can you help me? 

There zs a certain and sufficient answer to this great 
need, in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is very evident that the whole present trouble in 
the life of this discouraged, distressed, and baffled 
Christian is not the fact that she once sinned in losing 
control of her old enemy temper, but the fact that 
after that sin she did not then trust Christ, and has 
not since been trusting him, as she trusted him 
before. 

There are just two questions that she needs to ask 
herself to-day. Is she, so fir as she knows herself, 
now ready to do the whole will of God as it is revealed 
to her? In other words, does she surrender herself 
unconditionally to the mastery of Jesus Christ ?, There 
is but one answer to that question, in her case ; her 
whole letter shows that she is surrendered to Christ. 

The other question is: Does she believe that Jesus 
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Christ is loving and gracious and forgiving and pow- 
erful enough to undo absolutely the effects of not only 
that one sin, but of all the sins of her entire life? 
Does she believe that where sin abounds, grace does 
much more abound? In other words, has she faith 


in Christ,—not in herself, nor in her record, but in— 


Christ? Is she willing to look to him mow for free- 
dom from the power of her present and past sin, look 
to him also for the resulting peace and joy in her life, 
in the same faith that she has in him for her freedom 
from the death-penalty of her. sins after this life? 
She is trusting him for the latter ; will she trust him 
in the same way, with the same absolute faith, for 
the former? 

When she has answered these two questions with a 
simple ‘‘ Yes,’’ then the rest is Christ's responsibility. 
She is to stop making all effort to get back to where 
she was before. Christ brought her there before’; 
only he can bring her and keep her there again: but 
he can and will do it with glorious omnipotence the 
moment she really lets him do it all, in faith in 47m, 
Moreover, she is not to be thinking about her con- 
sciousness of Christ’s presence, but about Aim. It is 
not our consciousness of Christ that delivers and keeps 
us ; it is Christ; and he cannot do for us what he 
would when we think more about our consciousness of 
him than we think of himself. She is just to confess 
her own utter helplessness, and joyously to declare 
his omnipotence; and then she is to continue, in 
unconditional surrender, to trust him, moment by 
moment, to provide and live his own life in her. 

He will do it, 

x 


A Question in “ Giving to the Lord” 

When all that we have is recognized as belonging 
to God, and is freely yielded to his use, we can count 
confidently upon his letting us know how he wants to 
use this property of his. And we must be on our 
guard against giving money in certain directions be- 
cause men expect it of us, rather than because God 
plainly directs us to do it. A Nebraska physician 
writes interestingly about his problems of steward- 
ship : 


I am a physician with no other income, and practising in a 
healthy state, where a very large income is an exception, I 
have an invalid wife and a family of three. I own no property. 
I have paid in five years one-seventh part of the purchase- 

rice on the very modest property in which I live. am pay- 
ing interest on other debts, and have been for years. ‘These 
are not debts on property, but ‘‘dead horse’’ debts—that is, 
when I get them paid I will have nothing toshowforthem. I 
merely say this to show that I have a: place for every cent I 
earn. 

I have been giving one-tenth of my income. and.a little more 
for a number of years. As every one knows, a doctor's income 
is spasmodic, irregular, and very uncertain.. I belong to a 
church of about one hundred and sixty-five members, in which 
there are a goodly number of wealthy.people. I: give two 
dollars a Sunday to the various agencies of the:church. I have 
an M. D. friend who is a specialist of considerable repute, and 
who is a tenth-giver, who will not sudscride anything, but who 
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gives as the Lord him. This does not seem practical 
to me, so I su’ ibe a year in advance, two dollars per Sun- 
day, although I have very little idea as to my income. When 
I have a surplus in my tenth I give to various objects, like the 
Young Men's Christian Association, the work among the Jews, 
Anti- n League, state Sunday-school work, etc. 
course there are a great many things I would like to give to, 
but can’t, out of my tenth. 

Now burden of Ba aoa is this: When my tenth is 
empty, should I give anyhow to meet my subscription to the 
church or other objects? For instance, there was a special 
subscription to-day for evangelistic work. I had the tenth for 
my weekly subscription, but that was all. I did not have the 
‘*nerve’’ to ‘pass up"’ the plate in this special evangelistic 
subscription, so I gave the money in my three dol- 
lars. My wife thinks that, as I have dedicated one-tenth of my 
income to God's work, it is his responsibility to provide the 
income to render it possible for me to give as he es, Is the 
attitude right-or wrong ? . 


God would have us use the same good sense in 
giving to his work that we use in other affairs of life. 
If this physician believes that God would have him 
give one-tenth of his income to the Lord, it is then his 
responsibility to consider thoughtfully some reason- 
able basis for the distribution of this tenth among the 
various objects to which it can properly be devoted. 
And while the physician’s income, under the circum- 
stances described here, is necessarily uncertain and 
irregular, nevertheless it is doubtless possible, on the 
basis of past experience, to estimate a minimum 
income for the year ahead ; and thus to set apart a 
minimum amount that the tenth will probably repre- 
sent. (If the income exceeds one’s estimate, it is 
then a simple matter to reckon the additional amount 
needed to make up the tenth.) Having done this, 
one can fairly divide up the tenth for such distribu- 
tion as seems best, in view of the various needs to 
which it is to go. And one’s experience in connec- 
tion with such special subscriptions as were taken on 
the day mentioned would point to the wisdom of al- 
lowing a definite portion of the tenth for just such 
unexpected and occasional needs. ; 

For example, if this physician’s minimum income 
is about one thousand dollars a year, and .if it is 
clear to him that, in view of the various obligations to 
which he is already committed, the Lord would not 
have him give more than he is now. giving, -—that 
is, a tenth or a little more,—to the Lord's. work, 
then, of course, two dollars a Sunday as a regular 
subscription to the. various agencies of. the church 
would be too much. For it would, allow no margin 
for other occasional, unforeseen, but important needs 
to which he ought to be able and ready to respond. 
But if, on the other hand, a wise allowance had been 
made for the meeting of the unexpected and. occa- 
sional demands, in addition to the regular weekly 
subscription to the work and benevolences of the 
church, and if this had been already used, then it 
would not seem reasonable to suppose that God 
would have this man make a contribution. to a worthy 
cause just because other people expected him to re- 
spond. We are to give to the Lord out of what we 
have, not out of what we have not. This physician 
is evidently taking high, and consistent, and unselfish 
ground in his giving of one-tenth or more to the Lord’s 
work out of a limited income upon which there are 
many demands. But he himself will quickly recog- 
nize that to put money into the contribution plate 
merely because we do not have the ‘‘nerve’’ to 
‘*pass up’’ the call just then is not giving to the 
Lord at all, but rather giving to ourselves : giving in 
recognition of selfs demands that we do what our 
neighbors expect of us whether we. have the means to 
da it or not. We are all under this sort of pressure 
from ‘time to time, in our giving, «and probably we 
have all unworthily yielded to it. If we have, let us 
confess our failure to our heavenly Father, and ask 
him to guide us anew in our giving, that -we may be 
wholly and unreservedly his stewards, and his stew- 
ards only. 


bal 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR God and Father, give us a heart of gladness, a heart 
that trusts and enjoys. Thy goodness to us isso lavish 
and apt. ‘The very heavens distil blessings. Each 

assing day is so rich in privilege. Thy providence isso kind. 
Thou art so gentle with our infirmities, so patient in pres- 
ence of our shortcomings—ard even with our raw transgres- 
sions and our obdurate wilfulness. Thy fingers touch us to 
quiet when our mood is stormy. When we are dull, thou dost 

aciously rouse us—somet*mes in blessed pain. We devoutly 
thank thee that thou dost never leave us alone. Send what 
thou wilt, but keep send‘ng: it will always be thy best for us. 
Thou dost always give us thy best—the best we can take, and 
far more than we do take. We thank thee! We cling to 
thee. Our wandering hearts return to thee. Take these way- 
ward lives and make of them something worth while. We are 
but bundles of unassorted and uncodrdinatéd possibilities, full 
of whims and notions, the prey of contending passions. ‘Take 
us as we are, and mold us to the truer, larger life, in Christ 
Jesus, . 
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America’s Churches in a United World-Campaign 





How your church and 


school may enter the ‘ United. Missiona: ” 


By J. Campbell White “sc Nee" 









N my father’s young manhood in western Pennsyl- 
| vania church-members were disciplined for ‘‘oc- 
casional hearing,’’ which meant going occasion- 
ally to hear a preacher of another denomination. 
Times have so changed that it is hard for us now to 
believe that anything like this could have happened 
in this country only sixty years ago. 

It is said that ‘the best kind of tact is contact.’’ 
Certain it is that closer contact between the churches 
during the past fifty years has led them all to a deeper 
appreciation of each other. The day of the sermon 
denouncing other denominations is past. Leaders of 
all churches are now studying the progress of the 
whole Kingdom of Christ rather than the success of 
their own particular denomination. 


Perhaps the most striking and significant recent ° 


development of this co-operative spirit is to be found 
in the United Missionary Campaign. This is a 
united effort on the part of the home and foreign 
missionary and benevolent agencies of the Protestant 
churches of North America. The plan originated 
within the mission boards themselves. For many 
years the boards of foreign missions have been meet- 
ing in an annual conference and learning to work 
more closely together. For the past few years the 
boards of home missions have also had an annual 
conference. ‘ But this is the first year in which the 
home and foreign boards have come together in a 
joint campaign of missionary education. 

We are witnessing this season the unprecedented 
spectacle of a large number of secretaries of different 
home and foreign mission boards turning aside from 
their regular plans of denominational work and giving 
their time and best efforts for weeks at a time to hold- 
ing interdenominational missionary conferences de- 
signed to lead all the churches out’ into a larger mis- 
sionary activity and life. Twenty-seven such groups 
or teams of speakers have been at work, and already 
over three hundred conferences have been held in as 
many different communities. By March, 1914, that 
number will have been increased to over four hundred 
conferences in the United States and Canada. 

The immediate objective of all this agitation is a 
native-wide canvass for missions and benevolences 
on the part of all churches during March, except in 
the case of churches or communities that have con- 
ducted the canvass at an earlier date, 


Can Mission Gifts be Doubled ? 

The personal canvass method has been. proved 
by wide’ experience to be incomparably the best 
method of securing, as regular supporters of the mis- 
sionary cause, the multitudes of church-members 
and Sunday-school scholars who have hitherto given 
nothing to extend the kingdom of Christ throughout 
the world. Even now far less than one-half of the 
Protestant Church members and Sunday-school 
scholars of North America are subscribers to the mis- 
sionary work of their own churches. If the number 
of regular subscribers could be doubled it is likely 
that, in this process, the total offerings would also be 
doubled. And they must be at least doubled to deal 
in any adequate or worthy fashion with the critical 
missionary situation now challenging the church. 

Both at home and abroad conditions are such that 
a great advance is imperatively required. The 
prophecy of the. World Missionary Conference at 
Edinburgh in 1910 is being fulfilled, ‘‘The next 
ten years,’’ it said, ‘*may be of more critical import- 
ance in determining the spiritual evolution of man- 
kind than many centuries of ordinary experience.”’ 

We are at the cross-roads of Christian history, The 
decisive decade is upon us in the progress of the 
world-conquering kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
It is time that we should all act together ‘‘to win for 
the Lamb that was slain the reward of his sufferings."’ 

And in this great United Missionary Campaign it 
is important beyond expression that the Sunday- 
schools of North America act in concert and accord 
with the churches. Millions of Sunday-school scholars 
are not yet contributing anything systematically to ex- 
tend the kingdom of Christ over the world. They 
can be interested and enlisted far more readily. now 
than after they are grown up and settled in a state of 
indifference or carelessness. The ideal thing is for 
the educational process to be carried forward in the 


** An absolutely unprecedented world situation in 
the non-Chfistian world”’ calls for an unprece- 
dented readjusting of the forces of the home 
churches to meet that situation. One of America’s 
leading daily newspapers, in commenting on the 
movements for union and co-operation of Chris- 
~ tian forces, stated that the greatest expression yet 
seen of the practical union of these forces was in the 
United Missionary Campaign that is now in progress. 








Sunday-school and in the church simultaneously, and 
then for the organized personal canvass when it is 
madé to includé all the members of the school as 
well-as all the members of the church. 

Already this has been done in a large number of 
cases. And the results have been inspiring. I recall 
at this moment an instance of a canvass in a church 
and Sunday-school in Toledo, Ohio, where the only 
point of contact between one home and the school 
was a little child ‘in the Primary Department. But 
the ‘‘commmittee of two’’ went to see that little child 
just as they went to see all the rest. And the result 
was as blessed as it was unexpected, 
away from that home, not only with a weekly sub- 
sciption for missions from that child, but with a total 
of five subscriptions from five members of that family, 
aggregating fifty-five cents a week for missions. And 
from that day.five people from that home were in the 
school instead of one! 

According: to this- plan every church and Sunday- 
school makes its own canvass, The first important 
decision to reach is that the canvass shall be made. 
It is then necessary to secure and train a large num- 


' ber‘ of canvassers, so that the whole work can be com- 


pleted in. a few ‘hours. Many very successful can- 
vasses have been carried through in a single Sunday 
afternoon. The number of canvassers should be 
equal to about one-tenth of the membership of the 
church and Sunday-school, so that going two by two, 
no team need visit more than eight or ten homes. 
After the canvassers have been selected they should 





United Missionary Campaign Facts 





On March 19, 1913, at a meeting of represenatives of 
the Home Missions Council of the United States and 
* the Conférence of Foréign Missions Boards of North 
. America,.a decision. was reached to engage in a 
*United Missionary Campaign for the purpose of in- 
troducing more adequate methods of missionary edu- 
cation and finance in the churches of North America, 
that they may discharge their full missionary obliga- 
tion at home and abroad. 


This is by far the most extensive piece of.co-opera- 
tive work yet undertaken by the leaders of the Pro- 
testant churches of North America. 


The foreign missionary enterprise has grown until 
itis a tremendous world-wide business, in which over 
24,000 men and women missionaries are engaged, and 
for which the Protestant churches of Christendom 
contribute over thirty million dollars annually. Of 
thietotai, fully one-half comes from the United States, 
ware has come to be recognized as the most impor- 
tant single factor in the world-wide extension of the 

. Christian faith. 


The men who have been studying the returns, say 
that only about one-third of Protestant church-mem- 
bers have yet begun to give anything either for home 
or foreign missions. 


By a simultaneous canvass throughout the whole 
denomination, the United Presbyterian church added 
an average of $1.12 per member to their missionary 
contributions in a single year. 


_ The Protestant churches of America, as a whole, 
only average about $2 per member per year to all mis- 
sionary purposes. 


Millions of Sunday-school scholars are not yet con- 
pepe anything apm» to extend the King- 
dom of Christ over the world. 


In this.great United Missionary Campaign it is im- 
portant beyond expression that the Sunday-schools 
of North America act in concert with the churches. 


It is urged that Sunday, February 15, be observed 
as Missionary Day, with exchange of puipits wherever 
practicable, and with special missionary teatures in 
all the services of that day, in preparation for the 
simultaneous convass for missions in March. 


This United Campaign is not for this year only, but 
it is to>he a comprehensive and sustained effort to lead 
tbe whole church out into the discharge of its total 
missionary duty, in this crisis hour of national and 
world history. 











They came. 


have at least one or two meetings together, to con- 
sider the work which they are going to present in 
asking for subscriptions, and also how to meet the 
questions, objections, and difficulties which are likely 
to be presented in the canvass. The best manual for 
convassers is published by the Laymen's Missionary 
Movement, 1 Madison Avenue, New York, at five 
cents a copy, or forty cents a dozen, entitled ‘«Sug- 
gestions for Leaders in the Every-Member Canvass.’’ 

Before beginning the canvass, it is also highly im- 
portant that all the canvassers decide, after careful 
thought and prayer, how much they themselves will 
give. I know of one group of sixteen canvassers 
who, as the result of such earnest consideration and 
prayer, increased their own personal subscriptions for 
missions from an average of twenty cents per week to 
to an average of two dollars per week, before asking 
others to subscribe. 

Organized canvasses of this kind, properly prepared 
for and conducted, are revolutionizing the giving of 
thousands of churches. They always greatly increase 
the number of systematic regular givers, often doubling 
the number. The total amount subscribed is also very 
much increased. By a simultaneous canvass through- 
out the denomination, the United Presbyterian Church 
added an average of $1.12 per member to their mis- 
sionary contributions in a single year, bringing them 
up to an average of $6.11 per member for missionary 
purposes for the entire denomination. This is three 
times the general average of the Protestant churches 
of America. 


Factories, Oil Fields, and Automobiles for Christ 

Not only does the canvass produce splendid finan- 
cial results, but its spiritual influence is most power- 
ful. Thirty family altars were set up in one church 
in Toronto as the result of the missionary awakening 
and canvass. Many thousands of laymen have dis- 
covered through participating in a canvass, the joy 
and blessing of Christian service, and have become 
Sunday-school teachers or leaders or active in other 
forms of helpful ministry. Some men have learned 
entirely new standards of Christian stewardship, giv- 
ing to God habitually one-tenth, two-tenths, five- 
tenths, or some of them even nine-tenths of all their 
income. Many have learned new lessons of prayer. 

One man has become so deeply interested in this 
matter of missions that the whole output of one of his 
largest factories is being regularly devoted to the ex- 
tension of Christ's kingdom. Another is developing 
an oil field, and giving all the profits to the Lord. 
Another has given up his automobile that he may 
support a missionary of his own. . Another man, with 
so large an annual income that he could be a million- 
aire in a few years if he so chose, says that he has 
read through the New Testament to see if there is any 
warrant there for a man accumulating riches in this 
world, As he could not find any such encourage- 
ment, he is taking literally Christ's command, ‘ Lay 
not up for yourselves treasures on the earth, but lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven,’’ and investing 
his money in the kingdom of God as rapjdly as he © 
makes it. Another, who has decided never to add to 
his present capital, says : ‘‘ You can't take your money 
to heaven with you, but you can send it on ahead of 
you.’’. And these mén who are thus giving lavishly to 
the Lord, are about the happiest Christian men I have 
met in America. 

By all means, therefore, let all churches and Sun- 
day-schools prepare for this simultaneous canvass in 
all the denominations during March. Your own mis- 
sion boards, the International Sunday Schcol Associa- 
tion (1416 Mallers Building, Chicago), the Missionary 
Education Movement (156 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City), and the Laymen’s Missionary Movement (1 Mad- 
ison Avenue, New York City), are all interested in 
this United Missionary Campaign and’ simultaneous 
canvass, and are all co-operating with it. If further 
counsel or help is desired by any one, it will be gladly 
furnished by any of these agencies, 

The great thing is that we all act together in: put- 
ting the whole aggressive work of the church on an 
adequate basis of world-conquest and victory. And 
along with the appeal for habitual prayer for missions 
and regular offerings for missionary work, let us not 
fail to open up before the young people in our Sun- 
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day-schools the glorious opportunity of spending life 
itself in some needy mission field. Most of the mis- 
sionaries now on the field were led into the work by 
some influence of their childhood or youth. One of the 
most highly multiplying ministries given to mortals to 
perform is to be the human channel through whom 
God touches the lives of his children and leads them 
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out into mighty achievements in his kingdom. You 

may perhaps never be able to be a missionary your- 

self, but if your life is linked with Christ's in his great 

program of world-redemption perhaps he may use 

you to find or send a score or a hundred missionaries 

into the waiting and over-ripe fields, 
New York Ciry. . 





‘When He Tested His Wife’s Religion 


How_a daring resolve was carried out 


By Pauline Phelps 








HE way I feel about it, five dollars wouldn’t be 
a mite too much for us to send in that mis- 
sionary barrel—not a mite too much,’’ 

Mrs. Dunlap spoke with nervous eagerness, twist- 
ing and untwisting a corner of the red tablecloth 
between her fingers, and glancing sideways at her 
husband with an appeal which gave her, despite her 
fifty-two years, an odd resemblance to a_ wistful 
schoolgirl. It occurred to the hired man, glumly 
eating rye bread and apple-sauce at the supper table, 
that Mrs. Dunlap must have been rather pretty when 
she was younger, and he hoped Uriah would at least 
answer kindly. But Uriah was not of a kindly nature, 

‘* Looks as if we could afford to spend five dollars 
on foolishness, don’t it?’’ he sneered, glancing around 
at the smoke-stained walls of the bare little kitchen, 
‘¢An' you know what I think of missionaries an’ re- 
ligion. Pass over that pumpkin pie."’ 

Mrs, Dunlap passed it in silence, and wondered if 
she would ever have courage to renew the attack. 
For, of course, she did know what her husband 
thought of missionaries and religion, Everybody 
knew. From year's end to year’s end the ‘‘ Dunlap 
sitting,’’ in the right-hand second pew of the little 
white meeting-house, contained only one occupant on 
a Sunday. morning, and often on Thursday evenings 
none at all... Mrs. Dunlap talked, it over with her 
sister, sometimes, She said that she supposed she 
ought to try to go to prayer-meeting more, but it was 
a pretty long walk after doing housework all day, and 
Uriah just wouldn't drive for her. He said staying 
out in the horse-shed once a week through Sunday 
service was all the religion he could stand, And if he 
came into church it would look as if he was agreeing 
with what was preached. As long as Uriah felt that 
way, Mrs. Dunlap herself thought he did right to stay 
outside, At. least, and whatever else folks might say 
about him, Uriah wasn’t any hypocrite. 


RS. DUNLAP always brought this out with a 
little defiant fling, as though well understand- 
ing her husband's need of defense. Ofa truth, 

though she shrank from admitting it even to herself, 
Uriah's antipathy to religion tore her very soul. She 
used to wake up nights, sometimes, and weep at the 
vision of their future lives—she in eternal bliss, 
Uriah in eternal punishment. After a woman has tried 
faithfully to convert a man for over thirty years she 
sometimes loses hope. 

To-day, however, her feelings were unusually 
aroused, Her missionary—the missionary whom the 
members of the little white church supported in the 
West—had been visited by a tornado, and his house 
and its contents entirely destroyed. He had written 
that almost anything in the way of heip would be ac- 
ceptable ; 

, of all. Mrs, Dunlap felt as if his letter were a per- 
sonal appeal to Uriah and herself. 

She waited until her husband had finished with 
the pumpkin pie—it was a wonderful pie, all flaky 
white crust and golden-yellow custard, 2nd she hoped 
it would put him in better humor, 

‘¢He’s a real deservin’ missionary, Uriah,’’ 
pleaded. ‘And it ain’t as if we'd been liberal right 
along. ‘Most ev'ry other family in town has give 
this summer for fixin’ over the church. We didn’t 
give acent. I know it's been hard times with us on 
the farm— it's always hard times, and always will be, 
I guess—but that ain’t an excuse for everything! 
They’ re going to meet here to pack the box, too—seems 
as if that brought it nearer home. Don't you reckon 
we could spare five dollars, Uriah, by scrimpin’ ?”’ 

‘No, I don’t; an’ I wouldn’t send it to a mission- 
ary if I could sparé it. If the chap wants money, let 
him come home an’ go to work on a farm an’ earn 
some ; there'd be more sense in that than in spendin’ 
his time a preachin’ to people to believe in a Bible 
he don’t believe in himself, nor nobody else—though 
some folks try to fool themselves a pretendin’ they do,"’ 


’ 


she 


clothes, bed-furnishings, but money most- 


Uriah had sneered at the church often enough be- 
fore, but he had never gone to the length of attacking 
the Bible. Mrs. Dunlap hadn't believed anybody 
could go as far as that. She turned pale, almost ex- 
pecting Uriah to be struck dead for blasphemy before 
her very eyes. Even the hired man straightened up, 
and faced his employer with an indignant movement, 
as if about to protest; but then seemed to think 
better of it, and slouched down into his chair again. 

‘*I guess all professin’ Christians believe in the 
Bible, Uriah Dunlap,’’ gasped his wife, with a tremor 
of indignant emotion vibrating through her voice. 
«I guess they do—ev' ry word of it.’’ 


HEY do, eh? Thought it said something in that 
book in there—’’ he jerked his finger toward the 
front room, where the big Bible which had been 

one of their wedding gifts reposed in state upon a 
table, on a red worsted tidy, and with a piece of 
cheese-cloth over it to keep off the dust—‘‘I hain't 
be’ to Sunday-school for so many years I can't give 
it exact, but somethin’ about whatsoever you desire, 
believe that you'll get it, an’ you do get it! If that's 
so, why don’t church members try to stir up a little 
faith, instead of goin’ ’round an’ beggin’ money of 
other people? If you had any faith in the Bible 
yourself, you'd send the missionary that five dollars 
out of Sammy’s money, an’ trust the Lord for givin’ 
it back to you before Saturday night.’ . 

He picked up the pail of skim-milk for the hog, 
and carried it out to the barn, laughing disagreeably 
as he closed the door. Uriah was almost always dis- 
agreeable. Even as a young man he had been 
harsh, dominant, and overbearing; and all pretty 
Mary Pettibone’s friends wondered why she should 
have jilted Rufus Anderson to marry him. Now, 
after thirty years, comparing Rufus Anderson's pros- 
perous career in New York City with Uriah Dunlap’s 
struggle to make both ends meet on a run-down old 
farm, their wonderment had changed to a kind of con- 
descending pity. ‘*Poor Mary Pettibone,’’ her old 
neighbors would exclaim to each other, when she had 
left the sewing meeting, ‘‘I guess she sees now the 
mistake she made in turnin’ down Rufe. I guess if 
she could live her life over she’d do some different.”’ 

But that was their mistake. If Mary Pettibone 
could have lived her life over again, she would have 
done the second time exactly as she did the first. The 
neighbors, in summing up the situation, always over- 
looked one important factor, She loved Uriah. 

Rufus Anderson himself had married two years later, 
and brought his wife, a pretty, frail litthke woman, to the 
old town to spend the summer, while he went west on 
business, Mrs. Anderson fell sick during his ab- 
sence, and Mary Dunlap took her from the country 
hotel over to her own house, and cared for her for 
almost three months, When Rufus returned she re- 
fused to accept a cent of pay for her services, ‘I 
just did it for the sake of old times, Rufus, when we 
used to be such good friends,’’ she had explained, 
with trembling lips. And Rufus, with a humorous 
understanding of her New England conscience, ac- 
cepted the service as it was meant, 


HE hired man followed Uriah with a second pail 
of milk for the hog, and Mrs, Dunlap was left 
alone. She didn’t begin to clear the table at once, 

as was her custom, She sat down and wondered if 
Uriah could have meant what he said about taking 
the five dollars from Sammy's hundred. Sammy was 
their only child, and the hundred dollars part of a 
legacy which came to Mrs. Dunlap once a year, and 
which she carefully laid aside for Sammy’s education, 

Except for that sum, Sammy was putting himself 
through college by tutoring, and farm-work during 
vacations. It had always been hard -for him. This 
year—the Senior—was hardest of all, because of the 
heavy class expenses. Then two weeks ‘ago he had 
been elected to one of the best college societies, which 
meant initiation fees, a liberal contribution to the 
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supper fund, and twenty dollars for a gold key. 
Uriah had grumbled at the whole business as foolish- 
ness, but Mrs, Dunlap’s proud mother heart would 
not hear of Sammy’s declining the election. She had 
written to her lawyer and persuaded him to send the 
annuity a month earlier than usual, that Sammy 
might be sure to have it in time. At the latest, it 
must be mailed to him by Saturday night. 


ges yet, wasn’t it true what Uriah had said? If 
she really believed in the Bible promises, wouldn’t 

she take out five dollars for the missionary from 
Sammy’s hundred, and trust the Lord to make the 
amount good? Wouldn’t she even—Mrs. Dunlap 
gasped! Then she arose and stood for a moment 
with her hands clasped tense, under the spell of a 
mighty resolve, a resolve so daring that the very 
thought of it seemed to stop the beating of her heart, 
and cut off her breath. But she was going to do it. 
Oh, yes, from the very first she knew absolutely that 
she was going to doit. This was her test—the test 
Uriah had put upon her, to prove the truth of her re- 
ligion. The realization of what it meant overwhelmed 
her, and she went into the little bed-room and sank 
stiffly upon her knees. ‘‘Oh, Lord, help me to have 
faith so it'll come out all right—oh, Lord, help me 
to have faith enough !”’ 

The hired man helped Mrs, Dunlap move the 
heavy furniture out of the parlor to make room for the 
packing of the missionary barrel the next afternoon. 
He had been unusually silent all day, and Uriah wor- 
ried for fear he was going off on a spree, and just 
when the summer's work was coming on,.too, The 
hired man made no secret of his sprees. He had 
stopped at the house one day about two months be- 
fore, and volunteered the information that he was just 
sobering up from a week's drunk, and would work for 
Uriah for fifteen dollars a month, and no. preaching 
about his bad habits, until the notion took him to go 
off and get drunk again, Fifteen dollars a month 
being cheap for an able-bodied man in the spring of 
the year, Uriah had closed the bargain ; a satisfactory 
one, as it turned out, for Uriah frequently boasted 
that he’d never before had such a worker, and with 
brains thrown in, too. 


UT the no-preaching clause was a source of un- 
happiness to Mrs. Dunlap. ‘She used’ to' look’ at' 
the hired man across the table, and reflect’ on ' 
what a nice face he had, now that the blear was gone 
from his eyes ; and what fine manners. And how she 
should feel if it were Sammy who had gone wrong in 
like manner. He was not much older than ‘Sainmy. 
Once, in dusting his room, she put a Testanient oh 
the ,bureau, opening it at the story of the Prodigal 
Son. The morning after the book was still open, 
but evidently unread, Dust began to gather on the 
story of the Prodigal ; and the next sweeping day Mrs, 
Dunlap reluctantly closed the book. 

But on this afternoon, with the hired man pausing 
in his task sometimes, and turning toward her as if 
actually trying to get up courage to speak, she never 
even noticed him. She went about her work in a 
kind of daze, muttering to herself as she dusted the 
chairs and put the mantel in order. Once her hus- 
band came in and heard her, and asked if she were 
going crazy. She laughed hysterically, and said she 
didn't know what had got into her, talking her 
thoughts out loud, What she had been really saying 
was her prayer of the night before, ‘‘Lord, help me 
to have faith enough /"’ 

When the townspeople brought their contributions 
for the missionary box there was found to be clothing 
enough and to spare—of the doubtful second-hand 
sort commonly considered appropriate for mission- 
aries—but a scarcity of money. Deacon Johnson had 
donated five dollars, and the minister from his scanty 
salary added two, That was all. 

Then Mary Dunlap stood up in the midst of them, 
‘We're told to take no thought for the morrow, an’ 
the Lord will look out for us,’’ she said tremulously, 
and with a side-glance toward her husband, who had 
just stepped into theroom. ‘‘I don’t know as I’ve 
ever tried livin’ up to the Bible, as if I believed all it 
said, before ; but from this day I’ m goin’ to try to. 
An’ this is for the missionary box.’’ She laid on top 
of the other offerings a hundred dollar bill. 

None of the members of the society stayed long 
after that, They were all anxious to get out of the 
house and discuss the matter. By themselves they 
decided that Mary Dunlap either had had a fortune 
left her or that she had gone suddenly mad. Also, 
that her giving the money had been as much of a sur- 
prise to Uriah as to any of them ; and Deacon John- 
son added that he'd give a pretty to know what her 
husband said to her the minute they two were alone. 


(To be concluded in next week's issue) 
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Dawn Signs in Britain’s Great Eastern Empire 
Where 10,600,000 natives wait for baptism, native newspapers laud Christian missions, and native Christian leaders of apostolic power are being raised up 
Seen from “ The Missionary Watch Tower” of The Sunday School Times, by Harlan P. Beach, D.D., F.R.G.S. 





Fifty Millions Waiting ? 


NDIAN missionaries in some sections are embar- 
rassed by the success which has attended their 
efforts for the masses. One missionary, Mr. 

Birkett, puts it briefly in this sentence : ‘‘ The prob- 
lem is how to teach the ten million heathen who are 
now asking for baptism, and how to provide them 
with pastoral ministrations after baptism."’ 

If the number seems startling, remember that 
Bishop Whitehead, of Madras, puts the number of 
people all over India who are ripe for the harvest at 
fifty millions, He raises this concrete question : 

‘If, during the next half century, some thirty 
millions of these people are swept into the Church, 
what will be their influence on the Christian com- 
munity? The answer to this question is that it en- 
tirely depends on how we deal with the converts 
when they are gathered in. If they are hastily bap- 
tized without proper instruction ; if when they are 
baptized they are left untaught and uncared for ; if 
no care is taken to educate the children or to raise 
the parents out of their poverty and degradation, then 
undoubtedly the effect of these great mass movements 
upon the Church will be disastrous,”’ 

The Bishop of Madras has said: ‘‘Give me the 
men, and I can see my way to the baptism of ten 
millions in my own diocese within ten years and of 
thirty millions in very little more time."’ 

But a vastly larger force is requisite to build these 
millions into a living Church than to receive them 
within its portals. He wquld find the solution of this 
part of his problem in the development of the inde- 
pendence and missionary zeal of the native Christians, 
That this and other solutions will be forthcoming we 
believe from the statement of Mr. McGaw : 

‘‘The movement owes its initiation and extension 
to.the working of God’s Holy Spirit, and the mission- 
aries have been following the movement rather than 
leading it ; and all along it has had the very marked 
blessing of God in the changed lives of individuals, 
in leaders called out and prepared of God and in the 
developing Church.”’ 

Yet much lies with the Church of the home lands, 
upon whose action the destiny of millions depends. 


“ 


The ‘Skeleton of the World” 


AFIRSTAN, ‘‘land of the infidel,’’ is the eastern 
outskirt of fanatical, closed Afghanistan. With 
nothing in the shape of a plain, this region of 

desolation has been likened by Sir George Robertson 
to the bare skeleton of the world wasted by countless 
centuries of storms and frost, and profoundly melan- 
choly in its sempiternal ruin, He says of its religion 
that since its conquest and Moslemization, begun by 
the Amir in 1895, large numbers of growing boys and 
young men in Kafirstan are fanatical Mohammedans, 
possessed with the zeal of new converts, while the 
majority of the population cherish their ancient de- 
graded beliefs in fear and trembling—waiting dumbly 
for a sign. 

To that land of crags and towering peaks no mis- 
sionary may go. In 1864 two Pathan Christians 
dared to enter, disguised as women, For three weeks 
they remained, talking and teaching from dawn till 
dark, and during the night writing their <liaries in 
lime-juice, which kept the letters invisible until heated 
over a fire, Twice, in 1882 and 1889, an Afghan 
catéchist proclaimed the Gospel to the Kaffirs for a 
brief period. 

Now the prospect brightens, Rev. F. C. Long tells 
us. A Christian house surgeon in the Peshawar hos- 
pital, the only Kafirstan believer, was taken from his 
home when a boy and given as the result of a feud to 
ayn Indian catechist, whose care for him has resulted 
in his present status. A few months ago some people 
from his native village came to the hospital and dis- 
covered him—like Joseph’s brethren. They returned 


_ home, a three weeks’ journey on foot, to be followed 


by asecond detachment, including the surgeon’ s brother 
and uncle, who rejoiced in the wonderful reunion. 
Mr. Long says of the surgeon: ‘‘ Nasir Ullah an- 
nounced his intention to go back to his own country 
with his ‘ain folk.’ They want him—Christian 
tough he is—and he is a keen man and wise. He 


can scarcely help trying to convert them, and they 
must know it, Perhaps it means a definite introduc- 
tion of Christianity into that closed land.'’ Another 
step into the unoccupied, hostile fields of Asia. 


% 


Receiving India’s First Native Bishop 


HE first Protestant Indian Bishop is Azariah, for 
years a secretary of the Young Men's Christian 
Association, and the chief founder and advocate 

of the National Missionary Society of India. In July 
last he returned for the first time after his consecra- 
tion as Bishop to the Tinnevelli district, where his 
home is. A king could hardly have received more 
honor. The engine drawing his train was garlanded 
and decorated with plantains ; at every station stop 

multitudes were there to greet him and load him with 
garlands, In the towns and cities thousands of In- 
dians in gala attire greeted him with unfeigned joy. 
In one town alone thirty triumphal arches spanned 
the streets. Companies of bicyclers and brass bands 
escorted him in state, delaying traffic. At the great re- 
ception, government officials, prominent members of 
the Brahman, Hindu, Moslem, and Christian commu- 
nities and other multitudes united in expressing their 
satisfaction with such an appointment. 

But better than this public homage were the fine 
words of Christian faith and humility which the Bishop 
spoke, and the days full of spiritual ministry which 
ushered in his official life in that region. The real 
secret of much of this enthusiasm is that a native In- 
dian has been placed on the same plane of spiritual 
authority as his British colleagues. It is a long step to- 
ward that goal which Bishop Whitehead believes will 
be reached when the native church realizes its respon- 
sibility for saving the Empire’ s three hundred millions, 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


A mosk costing $60,000 has just been opened at Lagos, 
in Southern Nigeria,—a straw showing the advance of 
Islam in Africa. 


An English Baptist missionary, the Rev. A. Sowerby, 
has been chosen as tutor to the sons of Yuan Shih-Kai, 
China’s President. 


In his recent visit to remote Laos, Dr, Bradt had the joy 
of baptizing twenty lepers. Two thousand dollars will 
build a brick cottage to shelter twenty leper men or women, 


What to Give.—At a valedictory meeting in Man- 
chester, England, one of the departing missionaries re- 
marked; ** When our Lord said to his first missionaries, 
‘Freely ye have received, freely give,’ he did not refer to 
money, for he told them not to take any with them. We 
must give ourselves.’’ 


The Chinese Bible-Market.—According to the Re- 
publican Advocate of China, the American Bible Society 
disposed of nearly a million copies of Chinese Scriptures 
during the first six months of 1913, with the probability 
that an equal number would be sold between that time and 
the close of the year. It estimated that the total number 
of Chinese Scriptures ‘distributed in 1913 would be five 
millions, including the output of the two other Bible socie- 
ties working there, 


Prayer-Returns in China.—One answer to the nation- 
wide prayer offered last April at the request of the Chinese 
government is reported from Shansi, where an American 
Board missionary reports a weekly Bible circle consisting 
of eighty leading men. It includes the leaders of both 
political parties, and the majority of the faculties in the 
three higher government schools, the county magistrate 
and the county judge acting as patrons of the movement. 
The chairman of the leading political party is chairman of 
the Bible Circle, 


Live Methods for Home Workers.—An enterprising 
editor, Mr. D, L, Pierson ; a woman who has for years 
been reading, observing, and writing for the cause, Miss 
Belle M. Brain; and a wealth of material relating to suc- 
cessful missionary methods for the home charch, combine 
to make the new department of ** Missionary Methods for 
Workers at Home,’’ in The Missionary Review of the 
World, of the utmost profit and interest for friends of 
missions. The instalments that have appeared thus far 
have told how to secure readers for missionary literature ; 
how to make missions live through demonstrations and 
exhibits ; what to do to further the cause through mission- 
ary programs for Christmas ; what new plans to inaugurate 
for the year’s work, and the. use of union missionary meet- 
ings, They are a prophecy of more good things yet to come. 


What Natives Think of American Missions 


HE centenary of the beginning of American Mis- 
sions in India was celebrated in Bombay, Novem- 
ber 7th to 1oth, Since 1813 the attitude of 

India toward the missionaries has entirely changed. 
‘«Then,’’ says the Dnyanodaya, ‘‘they were sus- 
pected and were compelled to leave the country for a 
time. Now, in Bombay, they occupy the town hall 
for a public meeting and receive sympathetic appre- 
ciation from the English Government and from a large 
circle of Indians, both Christians and non-Christians, 
These American missionaries are now conducting a 
broad scheme of schools of all grades,—primary, 
secondary, industrial, normal, theological, and col- 
legiate. Their colleges are thirteen in number, and 
their pupils are 195,000, which is more than two- 
thirds of all the pupils in Protestant mission schools 
in India, They also maintain 76 hospitals and 143 
dispensaries, in which last year they treated 1,000,000 


~ patients. 


«‘The names of 1,872 missionaries of American 
and Canadian missionary societies are recorded in the 
last Year Book of Protestant Missions in India, Of 
the 1,650,000 persons who are reported in the last 
census of India as being Protestant Christians, 830, - 
ooo, or more than half, are connected with missions 
from America. If the total cost of Christian missions 
from America to India be computed, it may be esti- 
mated that not less than two hundred million rupees 
[$66, 666,666] have been expended in this connection. 
Has the history of international connections ever 
shown such an extensive manifestation of the kindly 
brotherhood of one nation toward another as this 
Christian connection from the youngest nation of the 
West under the inspiration of Jesus Christ to render 
service to the most ancient of civilized peoples on the 
face of the earth ?"’ 

The chairman, Sir Henry Proctor, quoted as ex- 
pressing his own convictions these words of Sir 
Narayan Chandavarkar : 

‘The ideas that lie at the heart of the gospel of 
Christ are slowly but surely permeating every part of 
Hindu society and modifying every phase of Hindu 
thought. And this is bound to go on, as long as 
those who profess Christianity live up to their pro- 
fession."’ 
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Two Dying Women in India 


ERE are two hospital scenes, in Malabar, as 
sketched by Miss Edith Bower in the Decem- 
ber Church Missionary Gleaner : 

‘*There are two specialiy bad cases to-day,'’ a 
nurse said to the missionary, ‘‘one is a Hindu woman 
and the other a Christian.’’ 

‘*T will go to the Hindu first,’’ was the answer. 

On a bed in the corner lay a woman muttering and 
moaning. She turned on the pillow on hearing foot- 
steps, and saw the kind face of the white lady. 

‘‘Oh, madam ! madam ! come close to me,'’ she 
cried. ‘‘I'm going to die, and it's so dark! so 
dark !’’ 

The missionary stepped up to the bed, and a thin 
brown hand fastened itself convulsively on her skirt. 

*«Come close—quite close,’’ she gasped. 

Looking down into the wild dark eyes gazing into 
her face, the missionary involuntarily thought of the 
scorpion, Here was a sting, indeed—death without 
hope, and with the awtul dread before it of having to 
come back into this world again to the miserable fate 
of a Hindu woman, or as a snake, perhaps, or a scor- 
pion. Oh, the agony of terrorin those dying eyes. Then 
a wandering away into delirium, but ever and anon that 
haunting cry, ‘* So dark ! so dark !"’ 

Into the other ward the missionary passed. A 
woman was lying there in great pain, but when she 
saw her visitor, a look of radiant joy lit up her face. 

‘*Madam,’’ she whispered, ‘‘ they say I am dying, 
and I am so happy. It's so light—so light !'’ 

She took the little chair by the bedside. The sick 
woman’s hands were lying peacefully on the coverlet. 
She needed no human support. Long ago she had 
put those hands into the Hand of the Crucified One, 
and he was not failing her now. Very soon the end 
came. With a smile on her lips she passed out into 
that world where it was all ‘*so light.”’ 
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When Home and School Pull Together 


TEACHER went into a home to secure a moth- 
er’s co-operation, but she came away deter- 
mined to co-operate with mother, for mother 

had high aspirations for mischievous little Tommy, 
and gave that teacher a new vision of the possibilities 
of the boy. 

The right relation between home and school can 
only come through the clear understanding of the 
rightful place of each, and a real friendship between 
parents, teachers, department superintendent, super- 
intendent, and pastor. 

The constant, permeating influence of the example 
and atmosphere of the home is sq obvious that we ac- 
cept without comment the oft-repeated statement, 
‘¢ The home is the most important agency in the re- 
ligious and moral development of the child.’’ But 
because it is also the most important factor in the 
non-development of the religious and moral nature 
of thousands of children there is placed upon the 
church the great task of inspiring and training par- 
ents to make the most of their opportunities. Per- 
haps in no way can a primary teacher be of more real 
help to the children of her class than by bringing to 
their parents some knowledge of the religious nature 
and needs of the children, and how to meet them. 

‘*Has Marjorie asked any questions yet which 
would give you achance to tell her about God?"’ a 
teacher asked the mother of a little four-year-old girl. 

«‘No,"' said the mother; then, ‘‘why, yes she 
has; she asked: only yesterday, ‘Who made the 
flowers?’ and I didn’t think ; I just told her they 
growed.,”’ 

Not only by the friendly, informal conversation, but 
by especial topics presented before groups of parents 
carr we introduce these: fathers and mothers to new 
opportunities. ‘The prayer life, the singing, the pic- 
tures, and the reading in the home are four practical 
lines where a‘teacher may work a very definite change. 

Not a few teachers are loaning carefully-selected 
books to parents. Books that will help them to be 
better, more thoughtful fathers and mothers. Such 
books as Gordon's ‘* Quiet Talks on Home Ideals’’ ; 
Davidson's ‘‘ Note-book ‘of an Adopted Mother’’ 
Elizabeth Harrison's ‘‘ Study of Child Nature’’ ; St. 
John’s ‘*Child Nature and Child Nurture.’’ To 
these might be added a few stories of wholesome home 
life like ‘* Mother Carey’s Chickens,’’ which we may 
well substitute for some of the trash upon which fathers 
and mothers are feeding. 

The teacher who has secured the formation of a 
parents’ class, where the fathers and mothers of her 
pupils come together for a real study of child nature, 
needs, and nurture, is indeed fortunate. Such classes 
are proving very successful. 

While the true teacher will endeavor with all her 
heart to help the parents to solve their problems in 
the home, she must not forget that the Sunday-school 
has something to offer which the home cannot give ; 
namely, the opportunity for the child to worship, 
study, and serve in company with a group of the 
same age and experience, under the dircction of a 
specialist ; that is, one whose training and efforts are 
alk bent toward meeting the needs of that especial 
stage of development. A by-product of the better 
training of parents for their own work will be a heartier 
co-operation with the Sunday-school. 

The teacher must secure the respect of the parents 
for her teaching and plans of work. They should be 
kept fully informed as to the plans of the school for 
their children, and of the part they are expected to 
take in these plans. A certain amount of repetition 
of songs, verses, and stories may be desired. Espe- 
cially does the school need the help of the home in 
carrying the truths taught over into everyday living, 
Friendly calls and letters will be helpful in making 
these needs known, Parents very often do not help, 
because they do not know just what help is wanted. 
Exhibits of work done by the pupils are helpful. One 
school planned an exhibit of all the material used by 
pupils and teachers. The array of pictures, objects, 
curios, books, music, etc., impressed every one pres- 
ent with a sense of the value and importance this 
church placed on its school. 

A definite desire on the part of the teachers in both 
home and school to know and meet the spiritual needs 
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Home End of a Primary -Teacher’s Work 


Great results that came in home and in school when teachers and parents together worked out their common problems 
The Forum of Methods in Graded Work, conducted ad Mrs. Maud Junie Baldwin cmsossieetemesimnenksnnes oes) 


of the child, together with a warm friendship between 
these teachers that will insure their working hand in 
hand, this only will bring the right relation between 
home and school.— Wilhelmina Stooker, Chicago. 


What to Put Into the Hour 


PRIMARY DEPARTMENT in Clinton, Iowa, 
with an enrolment of fifty-nine and an average 
attendance through the year of thirty-five, has 

used effectively this program : 


12.00, Quiet music. 
od mornings exchanged between principal and 
children, who rise and then sing - 
The Doxology, standing while they sa ther 
A Child’s Creed, dit 
fee by the principal. 


Birteday service, if needed. 
Giving of little printed fish for attendance, bringing 
hand-work, etc. 
One or two other songs, if there is time. 
12.15. March to lesson, taking chairs. First Grade does 
hand-work for preceding Sunday ; Second Grade 
does the same ; Third Grade has lesson taught. 


Norts.—We have not oy tables for ali’ grades to do 
hand-work at the one time Il three grades of the Inter- 
national Graded Series are used 


12,30, All march around the room, letii their offering as 
they pass the basket. The Second and Third 
Grades change places, but no chairs are carried. 
Offertory, prayer, and response by all the children, 
12.35. Lesson period. Lesson taught to First and Second 
Grades. Hand-work done by Third Grade. 
12.50. March back to original places, bringing chairs. 
Announcements. 
Story reproduction or memory verses recited. 
Good-bye prayer. 
Good-bye song, 
Wraps put on, 
1.00. Dismissal March, 
—Marguerite Meyer, Clinton, Iowa. 


% 
Enlisting the Mothers 


HE annual meeting for mothers in the Primary 
and Beginners’ department is an important fac- 
tor in our school. If it is possible to do so, a 
school may hold mothers’ -meetings semi-annually, — 
in the spring and in the fall. Some schools have 
these meetings every quarter. If, however, the school 
can have but one mothers'-meeting during the year, 
let it be in the early fall, This is preferable, for the 
teachers will more easily obtain the mother’s co- 
operation for the larger part of the year’s work. 

The first question to decide is where to have the 
meeting. Some schools prefer to hold it in a room in 
the church. They realize that each time the parents 
come to the church-building, the more readily they 
will grow to feel at home, and eventually form the 
habit of coming. Others prefer to hold the meeting 
at the home of one of the members. The fermer, we 
think, is preferable. 

After the date and place of meeting have been de- 
cided upon, the secretary will be asked to send invi- 
tations by mail. If there is an artist in the school, 
she no doubt will be glad to prepare original and 
attractive invitations. 

The Decoration Committee, who are responsible for 
the attractiveness of the room, will find an opportunity 
for much ingenuity. Plants, if not available, may be 
hired at small cost. Candles in candlesticks with 
pretty shades will soften the light and add beauty to 
the room. If the social is held in the spring, butter- 
cups, daisies, and spring flowers may be utilized. In 
the fall autumn-leaf decorations will supply richness 
of color. 

The Reception Committee, which should consist of 
the officers of the departments, will stand near the 
door to receive and welcome the guests, who will 
afterward pass on to the cloak-room. to remove: their 
wraps. Young ladies will obtain the name* of each 
guest, write it on a tag, and pin it on the guest, 

The Program Committee will prepare for at least 
thirty minutes’ entertainment. It may consist partly 
of music, recitations, and a word of greeting from the 
pastor. Five minutes should be given each superin- 
tendent to explain what the school is trying to do for 
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the children on Sunday afternoons, Endeavor to 
secure a special speaker who will be willing to rte a 
thirty-minute address. As this talk is expected to be 
the crowning feature of the evening, care must be 
taken in the choice of speaker. 

After the program is concluded, the members of the 
several committees will mingle among thé guests and 
try to make even the most timid and retiring find 
pleasure in the gathering. The following method, 
tried on several occasions, proved successful, and at 
the same time afforded considerable amusement. The 
chairman of the Program Committee called for a 
march, and asked every one to get into line. She 
selected a good leader, and had the line march around 
the room to a given point. When the leader reached 
that section of the room, she went back, and as she 
passed down the line, she shook hands with each 
guest. Those in line did exactly as the leader did, so 
that each person greeted and shook hands with every- 
one else. When the march was over, new groups 
formed and sociability was obtained. 

The Refreshment Committee should provide ice- 
cream or lemonade and cake, cocoa’ and wafers, or 
refreshments equally simple. 

What has been accomplished at hie ‘close of the 
meeting? We may mention a few results. Mothers 
have assured us of a most pleasant evening; they have 
come into close touch with the teachers of their chil- 
dren ; they have more clearly understood what the 
teachers are endeavoring to do, and a bond of ‘sym- 
pathy is created between the school andthe home.. 
In some cases entire families have been brought into 
the church through these meetings. 

If your school never has had a mothers’- or parents’ - 
meeting, you will find it advantageous to plan for one 
as soon as possible.—Mary £. Priest, Philadelphia. 
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Making Bible Verses Their Own 


CTUAL drill work with little children is no longer 
considered advisable, and yet no work in the 
Sunday-school can be of ‘greater ‘impofrtaicé 

than teaching Bible verses. Surely theré is but one’ 
way of doing this, that is by carefully repeating these’ 
verses over and over from Sunday to Sunday. 

There is in this generation a deplorable lack of 
knowledge of the Bible. The Sunday-school is not to 
be blamed for this condition, It has done more than 
any other institution to alleviate it. It is doing moré 
to-day than it has done in the past. It ‘is going on 
and on to higher achievement, but when it has done 
its utmost it cannot fill the gap left by irreligious, 
Bibleless homes. Here alone can the: real work‘ of 
training the child up in Bible knowledge be done. 
Under new plans of work the Sunday-school is en- 
deavoring to bring these homes into line. 

In the meantime we must use our strongest efforts 
to drill into the child’s plastic mind the important 
truths of the Bible. Not just those he can understand 
and use to-day ; not just those applicable to his child- 
ish life and experience,—the lesson teaching in the 
Graded Courses takes care of this. It presents the 
simple Bible truth in such a concrete manner as to 
meet the daily needs of the child and lay for his 
character a strong and sure foundation of real funda- 
mentals. But the drilling should store into the almost 
empty cupboard of the child’s mind, strong, sweet 
truths which he will find use for in all the after years. 

I heard a class of little Junior girls reciting recently 
the twenty-fourth Psalm, and I knew that nothing ex- 
cept the stately rhythmical beauty of it appealed to 
those girls, but they know those strong words, so 
fraught with meaning, 


‘* Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? 
He that hath clean hands and a pure heart,”’ 


and on some not far distant to-morrow the significance 
of them will flash upon the mind and soul like a clear 
white light, and help those girls to be clean and pure. 

No child can get more than the faintest glimpse of 
God's great love, as expressed in John 3 : 16 or 1 John 
4:8, but who would wait until he is old. enough to 
get it all before teaching him these verses? We should 
have to wait through all time, and into eternity. 
‘*God is love,’’ is such a simple verse, and easily 
learned by the wee-est beginner. 





a 




















LESSON FOR FEB, 22 (Luke 12: 1-12) 


Many songs suggest themselves, which will help the 
child to remember and to make the drilling more in- 
teresting and pleasant. In connection with the verse, 
‘«In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth,"’ we sing, 


**God, who made the earth, the air, the sky, the sea, 
Who gave the light its birth, careth for me.’’ 


With the verse, ‘‘ Suffer little children to come unto 
me," sing, ‘‘I think when I read that sweet story of 
old,"’ or ‘‘Jesus loves me,'’ or .‘* Wonderful things 
in the Bible I see."’ 

Call on each class every Sunday for the same verse, 
and give them a class song to sing with it. Teach 
the-twenty-third Psalm, and sing, ‘‘ Where he leads 
_me-I.will follow.'’ ‘Fhis Psalm is not long, and is 
not more difficult nor taxing to the child’s mental 
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powers than many useless rhymes and verses he 
learns, and will be of infinitely more value to me. 

Teach the story of Christ's birth as told in the 
second chapter of Luke. We learned this by simply 
reading it, and repeating it, verse by verse, Sunday 
after Sunday, for about six weeks before Christmas, 
and one of the most heedless boys in the third year 
Primary chose it as his Scripture to recite the fol- 
lowing Rally Day, more than six months after. 
He said, ‘‘I don’t believe I will ever forget those 
verses."’ 

Teach the Easter story as Mark tells it. Do not 
dwell long each Sunday on any of these, Simply 
keep repeating them from week to week until they are 
a part of the child’s mental. equipment, and in time 
they will become a part of his spiritual equipment. — 
Caroline Kellogg, Newport, Ky. 








| For a Home Department Revival 


What a Home Department Day meant in a “ composite school ” where the Department 
was made a power-house in the church and school life 


By Hugh Cork Chief-of-Staft of ‘The Sunday-School Clinic ” 





Bishop Vincent has said of the Home Department that it is the most important new 
department in the Sunday-school since Robert Raikes started his first school in 


a little recom in old England. 


Is your school numbered among the 25.000 schools 


in North America that have Home Departments? One large denominaticn requires 

each of its members to be connected with some departinent of the Sunday-school. 

Mr. Cork shows a way for your church and school not only to reach this goal, but to 
make the enlisted membership count as a great spiritual force. 


T. HAS been the intention to include in the ‘* Sun- 
.day-school Clinic'’ the description of a school 
which has made a great success of its Home De- 
partment, having as a part of its plan a ‘‘ Home De- 
. partment Day.’’ But there has not been found any 
one sehool that meets the need. It has therefore 
beert«thought best to take three different schools which 
have been carefully studied, and make a composite 


school which has wonderfully worked up, « greatly 


strengthened, and brought to public attention its 
Home Department. 


1. Every Member Enrolled in 1§ Days 

When it was proposed to starta Home Department 
in this church, the question arose as to where and how 
to, hegin. Shall it be for ‘‘shut-ins’’. and ‘‘shut- 
euts’’only, and shail attention be centered on those 
outside the church, or shall the enlisting begin with 
the church-members themselves? Some one sug- 
gested that if the members of the church were not en- 
rolled, how could they with grace go after others? It 
was,. therefore, decided to begin right at home, and 
the following steps were taken in the order given. 

(1.), The pastor and the Sunday-school superin- 
tendent had a conference in which they outlined gach 
step to be taken, and after prayerful consideration 
decided upon the person who should be appointed 
superintendent, who was immediately seen, and who 
agreed to give up his class of boys to devote himself 
exclusively to the work of pushing the Home Depart- 
ment. 

(2.) An evening was set aside for the pastor, church 
clerk, Sunday-school superintendent, and secretary, 
with the newly-appointed Home Department superin- 
tendent to check up the church roll with the Sunday- 
school roll, . 

After going over the 320 names on the church roll, 
it was found that 183 were already enrolled in the 
Sunday-school, while 137 were not. A little closer 
study of these 137 revealed the fact that 31 of them 
lived out of town. One was a missionary in China, 
another a missionary in India, some had moved to 
the Pacific coast, a few gone east, while a number 
lived in the state, but in other towns, but each one 
wanted to remain a member of the home church. 

(3-) Another evening was spent by the pastor, su- 
perintendent, and the Home Department superin- 
tendent in laying out the work. It was decided to 
adopt as the school’s slogan, ‘‘ Every member of the 
church a member of the Sunday-school.”’ 

The Home Department superintendent decided to 
handle the thirty-one out of town members as a corre- 
spondence class, to each of which he would write a 
monthly letter and send the monthly church bulletin. 
This proved to be an admirable plan. 

A large map of the town of four thousand where 
this work was being done had been secured, and the 
location of each family was indicated by a small red 
sticker placed on the street where each resided. The 
number on each sticker corresponded to the number 


opposite the names of the people in the ‘*keybook’’ 
who lived in that home, 

(4.) It was found that the one hundred and six 
resident church-members lived in homes which natu- 
rally grouped: into twelve clusters. Twelve ladies 
who could not teach Sunday-school classes were easily 
secured to each take ‘one of these divisions, none of 
which had in it more tlian five to seven homes. 

The pastor and Sunday-school superintendent con- 
stituted themselves a spiritual board of health, deter- 
mining.that if any member of the church should be 


. found who would not take the ‘* readings,’’ one of two 


things was the matter, —either that member was very 
sick or really dead. If dead, he should be buried; if 
sick, he should be nursed back to health. It was a 
joy to find that all asked for food, and while some were 
not in the best of health, yet each was given some 
nourishment. 

Inside of fifteen days after the effort was started this 
church added 137 to the roll of the Sunday-school 
through its Home Department, and could say it had 
accomplished what it set out to do,—‘‘ Every mem- 
ber of the church a member of the Sunday-school."’ 
You can do the same with your school, Why not 
try it? 

2. A Pastor Finds a New Spiritual Force 

Sometimes it is not so hard to get a large member- 
ship, but it is quite another thing to make it a spiritual 
power. The:department in mind was running the 
usual course of Home Departments. The pastor de- 
sired to use it as one of the great spiritual factors in 
his church, He, therefore, laid out the following plan 
to bring this about : 

(1.) He preached as powerful a sermon as he knew 
how un the necessity of Bible study. In this sermon 
he pointed out the importance of following a course, 
and then drew the atténtion of his hearers to the pro- 
vision made by the church in arranging the Home 
Department, and urged that the course of daily readings 
be followed. 

(2.) The Home Department members were to be 
re-classified as ‘‘Active’’ and ‘*Associate.’’ The 
active members were those who would join with the 
household in daily family worship, and the associate 
those who would promise only to read the half-hour a 
week, 

(3:) All the Home Department membership was re- 
canvassed, and it was surprising how many tumble- 
down family altars were erected as a result and how 
many new ones built up. 

(4-) It was noticeable, too, how much life the mid- 
week service took on. People who were dumb found 
their tongues loosed, and people whose testimonies 
had ofttimes been soaked in vinegar now had testi- 
monies that were sugar-coated. The community was 
better, and all on account of a little intensive work 
put into the Home Department. Say, pastor! has 
not the Home Department come to your church for 
such a time as this? -Have you tried it out in this 
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way? We believe it will lift a heavy load from your 
shoulders, Try it. 


3. A New Kird of Sunday-School Class 

Having reached all church-members through the 
Home Department, plans were laid to reach the bal- 
ance of the congregation and all those in any way 
connected with it. 

All classes in the main school and adult depart- 
ments were asked to divide members into the two 
classes, ‘‘School’’ and ‘*Home,.’’ The school 
members were those who attended the sessions of the 
class; the home’ members were those who, .for 
various reasons, could not come to the school. The 
school members were, of course, about the same 
age, but the home members were any age that could 
be secured, with no regard either to sex or attainment. 

A class of boys might enrol their fathers, uncles, 
grandfathers, and neighbors, or they might take in 
their mothers, aunts, and grandmothers as well. 

The class social at the residence of some ‘‘home”’ 
member of the class was an enjoyable affair, while-the 
‘«school’’ members of the class found great delight 
in carrying the literature and library books to their 
associates in the home, 


4. Stirring the Church with a Home Department Day 

To bring the Home Department to the attention of 
the church and community, and to make its me::bers 
feel that they really were a part of the school and 
church work, a special ‘*‘Home Department Day"' 
was announced, to take the place of regular morning 
church service. 

(1) A special committee from the school, with the 
Home Department superintendent as chairman, was 
appointed several weeks in advance to work out all 
details, The work was then divided up by them and 
given to sub-committees, 

(2) One sub-committee, of which the pastor was 
chairman, was asked to arrange the program. The 
music by the choir was specially chosen, Che hymns 
were the old ones used most frequently forty years 
ago, as reported by the older members of the de- 
partment. The Scriptures read were such as the 
Twenty-third Psalm. The solo was some simple 
gospel song like ‘‘The Home Over There,’’ and the 
Primary Department sang some of their sweetest 
songs that some of these old folks sang long years ago: 
‘*When he cometh to make up his jewels."" The 
sermon was an exaltation of the Book which had long 
been for many of them a lamp unto their feet. 

(3) To another sub-committee was given the deco- 
rating of the church auditorium. The first rows of 
pews. were taken out, and large rocking-chairs were 
placed there for the more feeble. Enough seats were 
reserved in the center of the church to give all Home 
Department members the seats of honor. Special 
badges had been psepared for the department, so it 
was easy to know who the members were. 

The church was beautifully decorated in purple 
and white—the department colors—and the depart- 
ment button, a purple rim with a white center, was 
much in evidence. 

(4) To another sub-committee of young women was 
given the care of the young children whose mothers 
were members of the department, but who themselve 
were too young to appreciate the service. A room was 
fitted up with playthings, milk, baby-food, etc., and a 
motherly committee spent a happy hour caring for the 
little ones while the mothers were enjoying the serv- 
ices in the auditorium. 

(5) To a committee of young men was given the 
responsibility of getting each member of the depart- 
ment to church. Every automobile and carriage in 
the congregation that could be secured was brought 
into service, Invalid chairs were provided for such 
of the bedfast as could be carried. In twos the young 
men went for the old and infirm. 

(6) Was it out of place at the close of that morning 
service for the classes of ‘‘teen age’’ boys and girls 
to pass around cups of hot tea and a bit of cracker? 
As all partook, was it not the kind of a ‘‘ love feast"’ 
that would help the spiritual life of any church ? 

Did you notice that the whole church and school 
had a part in serving the Honte Department? The 
homes contributed the carriages, the children sang 
their songs, the boys and girls of the main school 
provided the crackers and tea, the young women 
looked after the babies, the young men went after the 
old people, ana all heartily co-operated. 

There is one other thing I should like to see done, 
and that is for the church to present at least a New 
Testament and Psalms, if not the whole Bible, in large 
type, to each member of the department. We do not 
realize how hard it is for old people to read from the 
ordinary Bible. Let us make it as easy as possible. 

CHICAGO. 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


LL the world loves a brave man; but not all 
will agree as to what bravery is. A brave 
spirit is better than sheer bravery of the blood. 

The kind of bravery that is merely not afraid of the 
physical danger of the moment is not the highest 
sort. Many men have it, and all men ought to have 
it; bull-dogs, weasels, and wild;animals of all sorts 
exhibit it. There is a higher bravery than that, 


which is a bravery of the heart; we call it courage. - 


When Bishop Coleridge Patteson was a boy at Eton 
he was captain of the eleven, and he had the courage 
to say that he would play no games with the team 
if any improper songs were to be sung at the annual 
supper. An objectionable song was sung, and he 
with others at once arose and left the room. He 
never oe again either until an apology was 
offered. ladstone as a schoolboy kept men who 
afterwards became famous from evil ways, by his 
persuasion and example. It is said that he defi- 
nitely affected student life for temperance by his 
courageous stand, It takes the highest sort of cour- 
age to be good, and to be a Christian means that one 
must have the sort of courage that Jesus had when 
he faced individuals, or mobs, or death, for what he 
knew to be right. 


The Teacher's Survey 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the Times.] 

The teacher will do well to use Dr. Thomas’ open- 
ing paragraph as a guide in ‘‘locating”’ the words of 
this lesson. ‘There can be little doubt that, as Dr. 
Thomas says, og: | of Christ’s words were spoken 
more than once. To present this to scholars may 
help to break down the unfortunate mechanical con- 
ceptions.of the New Testament, and make Jesus the 
normal human personality that. he was. 

He spoke of the various issues of our moral life 
just as occasion offered, and doubtless said the same 
thing many times and in different ways. He con- 
tinuously exposed hypocritical external religion, and 
constantly held out the certainty of sinners being 
forgiven by God. But he did not hesitate to assure 
us that there was a type of sin that could not be for- 
given. This subject of the unpardonable sin has 
been the occasion of much unnecessary anxiety and 
sometimes of misrepresentation. Dr. Riddle, Dr. 
‘Thomas, and Mr. Ridgway all give the true expla- 
nation, It affords a teacher a great opportunity to 
impress the lessons connected with the gradual fixa- 
tion of character according to the laws of habit. 


The Class in Session 


Jesus’ outspoken condemnation of the sin of hypoc- 
risy at the Pharisee’s house would create a great sen- 
sation among the common people, because the Phari- 
see was to them the religious standard, and if he was 
not good enough to please Jehovah there was no hope 
for them. Such would be their reasoning. Thus 
they were cast into a state of uncertainty and of fear, 
as is always the case when one’s habitual religious 
standards are shaken. Dr, Riddle (v. 1) indicates 
whence so many listeners would have come to Jesus. 
He spoke of the false teaching of the Pharisees as 
*‘leaven,” a figure that would illustrate the con- 
tagious and contaminating effect of their teaching. 
Dr. Mackie (paragraph 1) shows how they would be 
familiar with such a figure of speech. In America or 
England to-day Jesus might have used ‘‘ germs” or 
**microbes"” as his tigure of speech. Observe Dr. 
Thomas’ note on the two forms of hypocrisy, in Mon- 
day's study. 

n the next sentence Jesus shows that hypocrisy, 
such as the Pharisee taught and practised, was ‘‘ use- 
less " as well as wrong " (Dr. Thomas, Tuesday study), 
because God proposed to show up the inside as well 
as the outside of men’s conduct. Jesus here uses 
another figure which would be well-known to them 
all,—a village crier, shouting from the housetop (Dr. 
Riddle, v. 3; Dr. Mackie, paragraph 3). Had Jesus 
been speaking to-day, he would have used some 
other figure; possibly you can fancy some form of 
advertising that the average man of to-day would be 
more familiar with. Jesus next addresses his words 
to those who were in a state of fear because of this 
searching of secrets, How good it sounds to. have 
him speak to us as ‘‘friends” Nargpneey ee dpe 7 

afraid 

of. ‘They should not be afraid of men like the Phari- 

sees who could kill the body, as indeed they did kill 

the body which Jesus was then using. They should 

be in fear of God, who controls life both here and 
hereafter (Wednesday study; Dr. Riddle, v. 5). 

Jesus is quite explicit about the subject of future 


Luke 12: 1-12. Commit verses 8, 9 


1 In the mean time, when ! the many thousands of the mul- 
titude were gathered together, insomuch that they trod one 
upon another, he began to ? say unto his disciples first of ‘all, 
Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is ——- 
2 But there is nothing covered up, that shall not be revealed ; 
and hid, that shall not be known. 3 Wherefore whatsoever ye 
have said in the darkness shall be heard in the light ; and what 
ye have spoken in the ear in the inner chambers shall be pro- 
claimed upon the housetops. 4 And I say unto you my friends, 
Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have 
no more that they can do. But I will warn you whom ye 
shall fear: Fear him, who after he hath killed hath ® power to 
cast into *hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him. 6 Are not 
five sparrows sold for two pence? and not one of them is for- 
gotten in the sight of God. 7 But the very hairs of your head 
are all numbered. Fear not: ye are of more value than many 
sparrows. 8 And I say unto vou, Every one who shall confess 
5 me before men, ® him shall the Son of man also confess before 
the angels of God: g but he that denieth me in the presence 
of men shall be denied in the presence of the angels of God. 
1o And every one who shall speak a word against the Son of 
man. it shall be forgiven him : but unto him that blasphemeth 
against the Holy Spirit it shall not be forgiven. 11 And when 
= bring you before the synagogues, and the rulers, and the 
authorities, be not anxious how or what ye shall answer, or 
what ye shall say: 12 for the Holy Spirit shall teach you in 
that very hour what ye ought to say. 

1 Gr. the myriads of. % Or, say unto his disciples, First of all be- 
wareye * Or, port Le 4 Gr, Gehewnn. 6 Grin me. A ile him. 


The American Revision copyright,1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 


% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the ‘Fimes.) 

Verse 1.—Where did all these people come from? Was 
Jesus speaking these things only to the disciples? Why 
did Jesus speak of the hypocrisy of the Pharisees as leaven ? 
(Riddle ; Mackie, 1, 2; Thomas, Monday study; Class in 
Session, 1.) 

Verses 2, 3.—In what way did Jesus mean that every- 
thing done in secret would be made known? (Riddle; 
Mackie, 3; Ridgway, 1; Thomas, Tuesday.) 

Verse 5.—Whom did Jesus refer to as having power to 
*¢cast into hell’? after he has killed? What did Jesus 
mean by “‘hell’’? (Riddle ;. Mackie, 4, 5 ; Thomas, Wed- 
nesday ; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verses 6, 7.—What connection had this reference:to the 
value of sparrows with what Jesus had been saying? How 
much was two pence? (Riddle; Ridgway 2; Thomas, 
Thursday : Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 8.— What did Jesus mean by confessing him before 
men, and just what was meant by his promise to confess 
those who did this ‘* before the angels of God’’? Why 
did he refer to himself as ‘‘the Son of man’’? (Riddle; 
Gordon, 10, 11 ; Ridgway, 3 ; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 10,— What was it to ‘‘speak a word against the 
Son of man,’”’ and to ‘‘blaspheme against the Holy 
Spirit’?? Why was it that the latter sin could not be for- 
given? (Riddle; Ridgway, 4; Thomas, Friday; Class in 
Session, 3.) 

Verse 12.—-What did the disciples probably understand 
at this time as Jesus’ meaning when he told them that the 
Holy Spirit should teach them what they ought to say? 
(Riddle ; Ridgway, 5 ; Class in Session, 3.) 








punishment. Here again he uses a figure of speech 
with which they were familiar,—the destruction by 
fire of refuse in the valley of Hinnom. He would 
probably have used some other figure to picture 
ture destruction with a group of men in London or 
Chicago. So we must avoid making Jesus’ figures 
of speech the basis of too literal interpretation. The 
certain thing is that God may destroy both body and 
soul, But Jesus goes on to quiet the fear of those 
who may tremble at the thought of such a God. He 
tells them that this Almight is mindful of the 
least detail of the life of every one of us, using again 
two more illustrations, the hairs of our head and the 
ao (Mr. Ridgway, paragraph * The one 
thing that they need to be very mindful of is that 
they do confess their desire to follow and obey this 
good God. Mr. Gordon has a splendid thought on 
confession (paragraphs 10-12) as talking together 
with the Lord (see also Dr. Riddle on v. 8); The 
reverse of this confession is a denial, and this denial 
is not necessarily a definite avowal of antagonism to 
God, but a simple assumption of a line of conduct 
that omits God (Dr. Riddle on v. 9). This leads 
naturally to the question as to whether there is any 
sin that is unpardonable, and so Jesus speaks of that. 
Jesus says that there is a sin that is not forgiven. It 
is not a word spoken against Jesus as the Son of man, 
but it is a constant and habitual refusal to follow the 
light of holiness. This sin is unpardonable because 
when a man has habitually refused the light of con- 
science and of God, he comes to a state where he 
will not and can not ask for pardon. And sin uncon- 
fessed is sin unpardoned (Dr.- Riddle, v. 10; Mr. 





FAITH DESTROYING FEAR 


Golden Text: Every one who shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God.—Luke 12 : 8 





Ridgway, paragraph 4; Dr. Thomas’ Friday and 
Saturday studies), Speaking especially to his disci- 
ples, he concludes this discourse with the assurance 
that they need not fear that they would not deny him 
when placed on trial before opponents, but that the 
Holy Spirit whom they habitually followed would be 
their helper then. > 


The Lesson Summary 


The average man makes no mistake in saying that 
religion is pretty closely linked up with fear. Reli- 
gion is not only linked up with fear, but is both the 
child of fear and the cure of it. Men speak of reli- 

ious fear as if it were childish and unreasonable. 
§ far from being childish, Jesus directly bids us to 
fear God, and to be afraid of displeasing him and 
denying him. Life is based on laws of cause and 
effect. Thrift, industry, and self-restraint, exercised 
with intelligence, are causes that produce the desira- 
ble effects of health and prosperity. It is a bad thing 
for a man who has no fear of violating these laws. 
His fearlessness will lead him to poverty and an early 
grave. Just so is it with the fear of God. The 
man who is so fearless of God that he ignores him 
makes a cause that will lead to the effect of the. de- 
struction of the eternal soul within him. The con- 
fession of God, on the other hand, is a cause that will 
lead that man to become more and more like his 
Heavenly Father, and will result in the development 
of his soul that God will preserve for ever, 


Questions for Class Use 

1. Why did Jesus’ condemnation of the Pharisees strike 
consternation among the people? * 

2. Why is a false doctrine like leaven ? 

3. Why does God follow the plan of publicity for every- 
thing ? 

4. What sort of religious fear is healthy ? 

5. What sort of fears are unworthy? 

6. What do you understand confessing Christ before men 
to be ? 

7. How may a man deny Christ before men? 

8. Why is habitual spiritual rebellion unpardonable ? 

9. When have friends of Christ seen the promise of 
verses 11 and 12 fulfilled? 


Other Teaching Points 


Jesus was careful to make his teaching complete. His 
words to the Pharisees had created an uneasy state’ of 
mind among his auditors, and so he went on to give them 
a more full understanding. This is constructive teaching. 

The only safe life is the transparent life. We have 
Jesus’ word for it that it is quite useless to attempt to con- 
ceal any undesirable things in our life. 

An unscrupulous man is a dangerous man. Fear is a 
normal safeguard for us in this life where disaster is 
always possible. It is as useless to tell a man to go 
through life without fear as to tell a captain on the ship’s 
bridge that he need have no fear. The ship is only safe 
when he is careful. Carefulness does not mean anxiety. 

It is a very restful thing to know that God is entirely 
familiar with all the details of your life, and furthermore 
that he is interested in all the details. This restfulness 
does not imply laziness, but a most encouraging spirit of 
co-atheniies living. 


Our souls grow just like our bodies and our minds, and - 


our souls are under spiritual laws, just as bodies are under 
physical laws and minds under mental laws. A neglected 
soul suffers like an underfed or unbathed body. 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
(Luke 12 : 13-34.) 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson.] 

Jesus was teaching men what to fear and what not 
to fear. Last week we learned that he bade them 
have no fear of men. This week we find him teach- 
ing that we should have no fear of want and priva- 
tion. An undue fear of want leads to the sin of greed 
and covetousness, and results in cruelty to our fel- 
lows. The slum and the pauper area part of the 
price that the race of men pay for the sin of covet- 
ousness. Covetousness is the sin oftenest mentioned 
in the New Testament. 


1. Why would not Jesus take the office of judge or 
divider? 

2. What is the sin of covetousness ? 

3- What is the difference between carefulness and anx- 
iety? 

4. How do we know that Jesus means that we should be 
industrious and thrifty ? 

5. Why does our affection follow out treasure ? 

6. See if you can you discover in the lesson : 


A good swap. 

An impossible job. 

A bad night. 

A way. to borrow trouble. 
Evanston, ILL. 





LESSON FOR FEB, 22 (Luke 12: 1-12) 


Speaking Our Lord’s Language 
By S. D. Gordon 


HE follower of Christ will meet opposition, This 
is natural, even though unnatural. It is un- 
natural that there should be evil, but since 

there is it is natural that it should attack him whose 
very life attacks it. 

- Sometimes opposition has been open and violent. 
In our day it is more cunning and underhanded, but 
none the less deadly; rather it may be more deadly 
because unexpected, like Ehud’s left-handed thrust. 
When violent, it tries to kill the body, when not, it 
tries to kill the Spirit-life, the witnessing for Jesus - 
Christ. It is not hard to see which is worse, both for 
the follower and for Christ's cause. 

It is not the result of ignorance and prejudice and 
misunderstanding chiefly, though these play a part. 
But the roots run much deeper in. There is an un- 
uprootable enmity between Christ and evil. It is 
bitter and irreconcilable in the very nature of the 
case. On the betrayal night our Lord said to the 
inner circle, ‘‘In me ye may have peace. In the 
world ye have tribulation.” They might have the 
peace if they would; they would have the opposition 
whether they would or not. 

It’s a bit en, septa when opposition relaxes or 
ceases. It may a cunning attempt to throw one 
off his guard at the next rush. Or—and this ‘‘or” 
needs a heavy underscoring and a careful eying off 
alone on one’s knees—or your following may be the 
long distance sort, not close enough to arouse opposi- 
tion. “Clese following means keen opposing. The 
closer the following the surer the opposition and the 
more. cunningly bitter. 

The opposition attacks in three ways. The chief 
thing is to break down our following, to break it off 
entirely if possible, or if not that, to break down the 
fine faithfulness of it. Oftentimes it does not matter 
about the outer forms and relations being changed if 
only the real thing inside can be gotten rid of. Or, 
failing in this, the next attack is to disturb our poise, 
make us uneven, unbalanced, push us to extremes. 
This tends to discredit real following. People judge 
by the bad extreme. And with this is the attack 
upon our spirit, to take the love out of it, to steal the 
fine, fragrant gentleness away. ‘It is possible to be 
right in a wrong way. One can be loyal to ortho- 
doxy and to his church, but know nothing of the 
gentle Christ spirit. 

One does not need to attack the opposition directly ; 
that oa ie it. The indirect is’ the more 
powerful. Faithful following is the most aggressive 
attack, the hardest to meet. The gentle, true Christ 
spirit makes a terrific attack upon evil. 

There is a good way of ignoring the opposition. 
One can go quietly, steadily forward just as though 
there were no opposition, with his witness ringing 
clear and true, his judgment kept in fine balance, 
and his touch and voice gentle. e seems to ignore 
the opposition more than he does. It really makes 
him more alert. He realizes the meaning of ** watch 
and pray.” He practises praying with at least one 
eve open, and wide open at that. The ‘‘ watch” is 
for the pre ge it makes the praying steadier, 
more intelligent, and so more effective. The ‘‘ pray” 
makes the watching more alert and wiser. 

But we may keep free of fear. There’s always, 


‘need for care and for prayer, but never cause for 


fear—because of Christ. ear cripples both body 
and spirit. Fear is weak and wrong. It is admit- 
ting that the evil is stronger than Christ; and that is 
not true. Fear in drives faith out. Faith in drives 
fear out. Let Jesus in as a real presence; that is 
faith; then fear quickly hunts the door, 

Opposition is our opportunity. Christ could end 
the conflict at once if he chose. With greatest pa- 
tience, in fairness to all concerned, he does not, but 
he places all his power at our disposal. He is count- 
ing on us; this is his present way of meeting the 
opposition. Our best way of meeting it is being true 
to Christ, in spite of ee ora sweetly, 
steadily true. Christ asks this of us. This is con- 
fessing Christ. 

It is striking to notice what confessing means. 
Both the English word and the one Jesus used meant 
originally speaking the same word, talking together. 
It is a matter of Janguage; Christ and you talk the 
same mangngs. Not that he speaks yours, but you 
speak his. And by long practise you give it right 
accent and tone and pronunciation. Do you talk the 
Christ language? That is the realconfession of Christ. 

But language isn’t a matter of tongue and speech 
merely, but of thought and spirit. aT you know a 
nation’s language you know its heart-life, or absence 
of heart-life. The tongue reveals the whole inner 
spirit. If you hear a little child prattling in French, 
you know instantly the atmosphere in which he has 
been bred. When the man by the fords of the Jor- 
dan couldn’t get the ‘‘h” sound into Shibboleth, his 
tongue confessed him an Ephraimite when he would 
gladly have evaded the confession. Peter’s oath 
and curses were the real denial of his Master, far 
more than his explicit words of denial; they instantly 
revealed that he was not using the Christ language; 
that was the worse break. The persistent maid said 
no more, 
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The Christ language is the expression of a pure, 
strong, loving heart. The heart speaks out in con- 
trolling purpose, in conduct, in the spirit that breathes 
out, in eye and tone and touch, as well as in word 
spoken. Some le know the proper religious 

raseology, and they observe the conventional re- 
igious customs, but their lives talk such a different 
language that there is a harsh discord of sound. 

hen we come up into Christ’s presence he will be 
found speaking the same language we learned from 
him, and tried our best to use. There will be the 
agreement of speech that bespeaks the two one; and 
the Father will recognize it. If we have not learned 
his language, then he’ll be speaking a different lan- 
rom ours, up there; there can be no confess- 

ing of us by him, no eg ee “A 
s your life talking the Christ language? Your 

neighbor would know. 


New York City. 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


Bn ae | phrase of the lesson connects it di- 
y with what precedes, and some of the ut- 
terances closely resemble those recorded by 
Matthew and Mark shortly before. 

Time.—On the day of the discourse in parables, in 
the autumn of A, D, 28, 

Places.—At or near Capernaum. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 1.—/n the mean time: The phrase is peculiar, 
but evidently connects what follows with what oc- 
curred at the house of the Pharisee (11: 37-52).— Ze 
many thousands: Greek, ‘‘myriads.” That great 
crowds gathered about our Lord and on this day is 
clear from all the accounts. They would come not 
only from the neighboring towns and villages, but 
from quite a distance, as several passages state.— 
Unto his disciples first of all: All of the lesson 
seems to have teen addressed to the disciples, though 
others may have listened.—Leaven; Usually a fig- 
ure for evil principle or doctrine, _—_ not always 
so.— Which is hypocrisy: Their teaching was such 
that it was essentially hypocrisy. See Matthew 23: 


23. 
Verse 2.—7here ts nothing covered: Compare 8: 


- 17 and other passages. 


Verse 3.—Shall be proclaimed upon the housetops: 
A figure for the greatest publicity. This is a predic- 
tion of the wide and successful proclamation of the 
gospel by the disciples, 

erse 5.—/ear him, who: This refers to God, and 
not to Satan. So in Matthew tro: 28.—7Zo cast into 
hell: Greek, ‘‘Gehenna.” The Revised Version 
retains ‘‘hell” wherever ‘‘Gehenna” occurs; but 
transfers ‘‘ Hades” into English.’ The latter term 
means the yore or state of the dead (Hebrew, 
‘*Sheol”), The former refers to the place of future 
punishment. No other sense is even probable, as an 
examination of all the passages where the term oc- 
curs conclusively proves. 

Verse 6.—Five sparrows: The thought of God's 
providential care is introduced to encourage them, in 
view of the danger suggested in the preceding verses. 
The term rendered ‘‘ sparrows ” included a variety of 
small birds. Two pence: The coin named was the 
lowest in value of those then current, worth about a 
cent and a half.—/s forgotten: Matthew: “Shall 
fall to the ground without your Father.” 

Verse 7.—The very hairs of your head are all 
numbered: A striking and explicit declaration of 
God’s minute providence. Modern science demon- 
strates the importance of the infinitesimal, and God’s 
rule of the world involves the numbering of the 


* 89 
hairs of our head. His providence is not special but 
minute. 

Verse 8.—Confess me before men: That is, publicly 
avow allegiance to Christ.—Zhe Son of man: Our 
Lord thus speaks of himself, probably to indicate 
that he is the head and representative of a new 
humanity. It implies, but does not directly express, 
Messiahship.—Before the angels of God; Chapter 
9:26 indicates that this will occur at the coming of 
Christ. 

Verse 9.—Lenieth me in the presence of men: 
This often occurred. Our Lord does not say that he 
will deny such persons, but that they shall be denied, 
as if self-condemned. 

Verse 10.—Sfeak a word against the Sonof man: 
This might oceur through ignorance or honest doubt, 
and hence forgiveness was possible.—A/asphemeth 
against the Holy Spirit: ** Blasphemeth” is much 
stronger than. ‘‘speak a word’; compare Matthew 
12: aad gt Mark 3: 28-30. The three accounts are in 
general agreement, though Mark points to a definite 
example of this blasphemy.—Sha// not be forgiven: 


The unpardonable sin is.regarded by some as a par-- 


ticular sin, such as that of attributing Christ’s works 
to Satan; by others as a State of hostility to holiness 
which renders the soul incapable of forgiveness, be- 
ond the influence of the Holy Spisit, Those who 
ear to commit this sin arein little danger of doing so. 

Verse 11.—Before the synagogues; The first 
prosecutions of the disciples were before Jewish ec- 
clesiastical tribunals.—Au/ers : Gentile magistrates. 
—Authorities: A general term.—Be not anxious: 
More exact than ‘ take ye no thought.” 

Verse 12.—For the Holy Spirit shall teach you: 
Probably the disciples did not at this time apprehend 
the full significance of this promise, but they must 
have understood it in part. ‘The Holy Spirit that 
some would blaspheme is to furnish them with lan- 
guage to defend themselves. The promise here 
points to special occasions, but has a wider applica- 
tion, as indicated and illustrated in the Book of Acts, 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, PITTSBURGH, Pa. 
=< 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


** That Blood Business.""—Z7here is nothing covered 
¥ ... and hid... that shall not be known (v. 2). 

ou wince and tremble, do you! I’m feeling quite 
comfortable and calm about that statement myself. 
Not that I am so very good (Acts 10 : 43 ; Eph. 1: 7). 
Dr. Tyndale says that as we rise from the earth the 
air gets rarer and rarer, until at last a perfect vacuum 
is reached, Through this upper space go the electric 
currents. I expect we are sending our wireless tele- 
grams on some of the cross-lines of them. With the 
vacuum and the electricity we have a tremendous 
X-ray apparatus. Soto aneye up there to see, hid- 
den things will be revealed. Just like they showed 
up the bones of Huck Finn over at the hospital when 
he fell down Newlin’s hay-mow, and *‘ busted sum- 
thin’ inside er feller.” But when you are shown up 
—those hid things—what!! Well, you cry for the 
rocks (Rev. 6:16). I don’t want to be uncovered, 
and 1 won’t be. Mine are all too far away. ,The 
fellow whose hid life will be known is the ‘‘ doing the 
square thing” chap who lives ‘‘pretty near right” 
and has no use for this ‘‘ blottin’ out blood business.” 
The rest of us sinners have nothing with us to show 
up. We’re really not much interested in this passage 
except to see what’s coming to you. 


The Birds.— Vo? one of them is forgotten in the 
sight of God (v. 6). Heaven has us all down fine, 
even toa hair, I heard the boys say, ‘‘Mrs. Dyson 
has Walter down fine. She can lay hands on him 
any hour of the day or night.” The mother-love of 
Mrs. Dyson surrounds Walter. And the Father-love 
of God surrounds his children too. Those gray little 
feathered fellows out there in the dirt and dust of the 
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road spend most of their time ‘‘ scrapping,” just like 
people, Yet God keeps tab of every one. Do you 
ever see any dead sparrows from the thousands? A 
few years ago two Albino sparrows came to our yard. 
These were so unusual and so beautiful we could be- 
lieve God had his eye on the snow-white birds. But 
Jesus is talking about the everyday common, y; 
and dusty people like you and me. Get hold of this, 
and your life will always be noble to you. We hop 
and scratch and fly and fight like the sparrows in the 
plain sight always of Him who made us and who loves 
us and who will provide for us. Did you ever hear a 


sparrow curse God and defy him? (Psa. 148 : 1, 10,” 


hI, marg.) 

“*Mine.”— Who shall confess me before men (v. 8). 
Do you ever wear your Sunday-school button on your 
party clothes ? Have you ever seen the red button 
with a white center on a claw-hammer coat? And 

ray why not? If you don’t believe there’s a busy 

evil, look around you and remember this verse. 
Why, the very best folks in town are nearly all Chris- 
tians. When you confess Christ and join church that 
is the fine company you step in with. Yet you 
find it hard to cut loose from your ‘‘gang” and 
join the gentlemen. It was easy enough to join the 
‘*gang” and confess the devil. That shows his fine 
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hand, Jesus says when you join him you do 
something worth while, When you come up 
to heaven’s gate Jesus will turn tothe Father 
with a gracious wave and say, ‘* Mine,’’ and 
you will pass in without inspection or ticket. 
Yes, just as Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn 
went so proudly stepping into Buffalo Bill’s 
Wild West when Trego, Buffalo Bill’s farmer, 
waved his hand and said, ** My boys’’ (Mal. 
3:17; John 17: 10). 


Too Late.—Him that blasphemeth against 
the Holy Spirit (v. 10). The unpardonabie 
sin, what is it? ‘l'reating the Christ as though 
he were the Devil. If you think you have 
committed this sin, it is a sure sign you have 
not., Perhaps that ‘* I-don’t-give-a-blank for 
religion ’’ has. Maybe that man who lives 
in a religious land and never has a religious 
thought, a religious impulse, or a religious 
word ; that man who is cold, cynical, selfish, 
and cruel, perhaps such a man has commit- 
ted it, aad that is what is the matter with 
him. Every day sane men with’curses on 
their lips drop into eternity. I have sat with 
men brought up ina Christian environment 
and watched them die without a single relig- 
ious emotion. I might as well have talked 
and prayed with the bedpost. The divine 
spark often kindles in the worst of men when 
they come to die. Most blatant infidels die 
as they live and talk, ‘* Father,’’ asked the 
dying daughter of a noted one; ‘shall I die 
in your religion, or in mother’s?’’ ‘* Your 
mother’s, Mary,’’ sobbed the man, But he 
never became a Christian, Perhaps he could 
not (Matt, 21 : 31; Gen. 6: 3). 


Poor Tools.— 7he Holy Spirit shall teach 
you in that very hour what ye ought to say 
(v..12). Not when you want to preach a 
sermon, teach a lesson, give a talk or make 
a speech and ‘‘ haven’t had time to prepare. ’’ 
Heaven has no encouragement for inertia. 
‘*Haven’t had time’’ is generally a phrase 
for laziness and lack.of ginger. The Holy 
Spirit has hundreds of times taught me what 
I opght to say to myclass, And I have been 
told, ‘* You were all right to-day.’’ But the 
Holy Spirit only helped me out after I had 
thought and thought and sat up half the 


’ night and gone to bed with nothing, I have 


crawled in the morning to class, dull, stupid, 
and in despair. But as I faced my people 
the Holy Spirit has taken me in hand most 
wonderfully, and I wondered where all the 
ideas came from, On one such occasion a 
Harvard man who happened in town came 
to me and said, ‘* Mr, Ridgway, I came into 
your class an Iagersoll disciple. I will go 
back to college a Christian. I want to thank 
you for straightening me out.’’ That is how 
the Iloly Spirit works with poor tools—but 
you must have a handle in them ! (1 Cor, 2: 
3, 4) 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 


© 
The ‘Hustration Round-Tabie 


LL readers are invited to assist in the cun- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


The Confession that Costs and Counts. 
—Every one who shall confess me before 
men, him shall the Son of man also confess 
before the angels of God (Golden Text). The 
Rev. J. Stuart Holden relates the following 
story :_ I was in Egypt some years ago, 
holding meetings among some soldiers. I 
asked a big sergeant ina Highland regiment, 
who was as bright-and shining for the Lord 
as it is poder for a saved soldier to be, 
how he was brought to Christ? His answer 
was this: ‘* There is a private in the same 
company who was converted in Malta before 
the regiment came on to Egypt. We gave 
that fellow an awful time. The Devil got 
possession of me, and I made that man’s life 
a positive burden to him. Well, one night, 
a terribly wet night, he came in from sentry 
go. He was very tired and very wet, and 
before getting into bed he got down to pray, 
My boots were heavy with wet and mud, 
and I let him have one on one side of the 
head, and the other on the other side ; and 
he just went on with his prayers. Next 


” 


. morning I found those boots beautifully pol- 





ished by the side of my bed. That was his 
reply to me ; and it just broke my heart, and 
I was saved that day.’’ 


tain, had his reward.—J77s. F. H. Cremeau, 
Fort Wayne, ind. From The Epworth 





The man who met | 
the test, like a true soldier of the Great Cap- | 


reply, 
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Herald. The prise for this week is awarded 
lo this illutration. 


A Daring Confession.— Zvery one who 
shall confess me before men, him shall the 
Son of man also confess before the angels o, 
God (Golden ‘Text). In China a peculiarly 
ignominious form of punishment is to fasten 
upon the criminal a heavy plank in which a 
hole has been cut to admit the head. Upon 
this plank a description of ‘the crime is 
printed in large characters. | The offender is 
turned into the street, to wander in the 
presence of a jeering, hooting mob. Re- 
cently, in one of the villages a man was seen 
walking slowly up and down the main street 
bearing upon his neck this badge of shame. 
The curious crowds that pressed forward to 
learn his crime were silent through aston- 
ishment. Instead of reading upon the 
board the record of broken law, they saw 
sentences like these: ‘* God is love,’’ **Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners,’’ 
** Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved.’’ his man was not 
‘ashamed of the gospel of Christ.’’ “ Long- 
ing to share with his countrymen the good 
news of salvation, he chose to wear the 
criminal’s collar, that the thronging crowds 
that should gaze upon it might thus read a 
message from the true God.—Afary E, Wat- 
son, Hartford, Conn. From The Christian 
Endeavor World. 


A ‘* Pretty Good Average.""—Sui there 
?s nothing covered up, that shall not be re- 
vealed; and hid, that shall not be known 
(v. 2). A pointed story is told of a farmer 
who prided himself on his morality, and who, 
when pleaded with to become a Christian, 
always replied that he was doing pretty well 
as he was. Employing a man to build a 
fence around his farm, he went out one day 
to see how the work was progressing. ‘Is 
the fence good and strong?’’ he asked. 
**It’s_a good average fence,’’ answered the 
man; ‘if some parts are a bit weak, others 
are extra strong. “There are gups here and 
there, but I have made up for it by doublin 
the rails on each side of the gap.’’ ‘* What,’ 
exclaimed the farmer, blind to the point 
which the workman was seeking to drive 
home, ‘‘do you mean to tell me that you 
have built a fence with gaps in it? Don’t 
you know that ifa'fence is not ‘perfect it is 
worthless ?”’ ‘**I used to think so,’’ said 
the man; ‘* but I hear you talking so much 
about averaging matters with the Lord that 
it seemed to mie we mighttry it with the 
cattle.”’—Liisabeth B. Stansfield, Pasadena, 
Cal. From The Quiver. 


Under that Boat.— Ze not afraid of them 
that kill the body, and after that have no 
more that they can do (v. 4). A young man 
who was driven out of Western China during 
the riots seven years ago was the treasurer 
of our mission there, and there were others 
farther up than he who needed silver to pay 
their way out. He saw that they were cared 
for, and then started along down the river. 
The rioters overtook him, boarded his boat, 
and he jumped overboard, They then be- 
gan to spear at him in the water. He would 
dart under the boat and come up on the 
other side, only to find another spear shot at 
him, Down.he went again, and up again, 
only to be speared at again, until his case 
became hopeless. Finally he struck out for 
the shore, and as he stood in the face of the 
surrounding mob the chief said, **‘ Let him 
go,’’ and they melted away. At Northfield, 
when asked to tell his story on ‘* Missionary 
Day,’’ he said, ‘‘Some friends were curious 
to know what particular text of Scripture 
came to me when I was down under that 
boat. Scripture text? ‘The Lord himself 
was there.’’’ Well, every one who heard 
him speak knew that He was. And when 
the people hear a young man tell one fact 
like that, and then say, ‘I am ready to go 
back and take my wife and child,’’ the 
church of God believes, and every man and 
woman that ever has had an experience of 
divine things is reinforced.—Mary £. Wat- 
son, Hartford, Conn. From Dr. H. C. 
Mabie, in a Prayer Calendar. 


Why God's Children Are Safe. — ot 
one of them is forgotten in the sight of God 
(v. 6). A father was nursing his little blind 
daughter on his knee.. Just then a friend 
came in, and; picking her up, walked off 
with her down the garden. The little one 
expressed neither surprise nor fear, so her 
father said, ‘‘ Aren't you afraid, darling ?’’ 
**No,’’ she said. ‘**But you don’t know 
who has got you?’’ ‘* No,’’ was'the prompt 
‘*but you do, father.’? That was 
enough, She was in ‘the sight of’’ her 





father, and faith in her father’s loving care 
banished fear.— W. Hetherington, Plum- 
stead S. E., Eng. Heard at a summer 
conference. 


The Birds’ Answer.—Fear not: ye are of 
more value than many sparrows (v. 7). 


O wise little birds, how do ye know 
The way to go 
Southward and northward, to and fro? 
Far up in the ether answer they, 
** We but obey 
One who calleth us far away. 
He ealleth and calleth year by year, 
Now there, now here ; 
Ever He maketh the wa pear.” 
Dear little birds, He me 
Who calleth thee ; 
_ Would that I might as trusting be ! 
—Elisabeth B. Stansfield, Pasadena, Cal. 
Anonymous. 


< 
Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


T WAS probably somewhere in Perea 
that Jesus spoke with such solemn in- 
_ tensity about the faith which can cast 
out fear. No Gospel records tell us the 
exact local setting of his words; but we may 
visit in Judea a place which the disciples 
and the men of Perza alike knew well,—a 
place which is, even in 1914, filled with re- 
minders of his endeavor to make them fore- 
warned and forearmed. 
The largest V on our Jerusalem — 
its point near the present west wall, while its 
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arms reach quite across the town to the 


Mount of Olives. We will stand at that 
point, facing east so as to have before us the 
space included between those spreading 
arms. 

Our position is on the roof of a modern 
inn. Down before us the little gray stone 
houses of the Christian quarter of the city 
are huddled closely together. Some we see 
have slanting roofs covered with tiles; some 
have old-fashioned flat roofs, such as were 
common all over the town nineteen centuries 
ago. People used them as we use porches 
and piazzas. Talk on such housetops could 
naturally be heard by the near neighbors ; it 
would indeed be easy to shout a bit of news 
to neighbors several houses distant! (Luke 


The big dome and square tower of a medi- 
eval church rise from among the roofs at our 
left. Toward the right another church tower 
and the balcony-encircled minaret of a mosk 
stand in incongruous proximity. Farther 
ahead, half or three-quarters of a mile away, 
a beautiful eight-sided building (a Moslem 
shrine) upholds its cwn great dome, with 
open, sunshiny terraces all around, giving it 
an air of special distinction and dignity. 
Then, beyond the city itself, we can plainly 
see the green slope of Olivet dotted with 
orchards of the trees that give it its name. 
One long, whitish streak shows us where a 
dusty highway comes down over the shoulder 
of the hill on its way from Jericho, Several 
comparatively modern church and convent 
buildings occupy the topmost ridge, their 
towers making picturesque silhouettes 
against the eastern sky. 

Hebrews with homes over in Perza knew 
this ground well, for occasional pilgrimages 
to Jerusalem at festival times were part of the 
religious duty of men and grown boys. 
Many of Jesus’ hearers had often come down 
over Olivet by that very highway which we 
see now. The open, airy grounds surround- 
ing that dome-capped shrine were nineteen 
centuries ago the temple courts. There any 
humble, ardent worshipper was sure to meet 
not only devout souls of his own kind, but 
also pompous and stern dignitaries, promi- 
nent priests, learned and pedantic scribes, 
austere and haughty Pharisees, who regarded 
any new interpretation of God’s nature or 
God’s will as blasphemous heresy. And the 
Mosaic law gave them authority to punish 
with disgraceful and hideous death any one 
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whose ideas or practises they might judge to 
be blasphemous (Lev. 24-: 16), Jesus knew 
only too well that those who chose him for 
Lord and Master would have to face the 
wrathful denunciations of the  so-cailed 
**best’’ people (12: 4). They would have 
to make up their minds to accept he conse- 
quences. ; 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘Jerusalem 
and the Mount of Olives, east from the Latin 
hospice.’’ 


‘Lhe Underwood Travel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lessons for the 
week, ‘The use of the stereographs will be 
found a most practical help in making the 
lesson places read. Forty-eight places are vis- 
ited during 1914: the forty-eight stereographs 
cost $8.00, and if they are all ordered at one 
time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. ‘Twelve places will be deseribed with the 
lessons of this first quarter ; cost $2.00. The 
four for February alone, 67 cents. Less than 
four in one order, 20 cents each. Stereo- 
scopes, 85 cents each. Postage or express is 
prepaid on all orders for stereographs or stereo- 
scopes, Lantern slides of the same scenes can 
also be obtained. Plain slides, 50 cents each; 
sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In 
orders for twenty-five or more at one time prices 
are : plain slides, gocents each; sepia, 45 cents ; 
colored, $1. Address The Sunday School Times 
Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


“% 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie; M.A., D.D. 


‘Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the | 


Anglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria 


EWARE ve of the leaven of the Pharisees 
(12:1). The reference was familiar, 
because in Palestine villages the dough 

is prepared in the house and then sent to the 
village oven to be baked. When the flour 
has been mixed with water and an allowance 
of salt added the leavenis introduced. The 
batch is then ‘‘covered up’’ (v. 2) with a 
woolen cloth and set aside to rise. When it 
is ready to be sent to the oven a small lump 
of the now risen dough is kept to be the 
leaven for the next batch. 

The simile therefore suggested that the 
hypocrisy referred to was secret, persistent, 
successful. Ecclesiastical influence in the 
East is the same to-day, namely, to trade 
upon the pious veneration of the people for 
the purpose of official authority, private gain, 
and political intrigue. 

Shall be proclaimed upon the housetops 
(v. 3). A-village custom, From the edge 
of the flat roof the figure of the speaker could 
be seen and his voice heard by those in the 
market-square or by the house-doors. below. 
The writer once heard such a proclama- 
tion being made, and repeated several times 
as the crier faced. in different directions. 
‘The announcement was by the village watch- 


man, and was to the effect that a certain 


man, name mentioned, had been seen enter- 
ing a vineyard in order to steal the grapes. 
With power to cast into hell (v. 5). This 
is precisely the power that the Oriental 
clergy, deprived of the power of inflicting 
bodily harm, try to wield by excommunica- 
tion, The story is told of a Syrian peasant 
who one day set out with his mule to bring 
back aload from Beyrout, about twelve miles 
distant. In order to spare his animal, he 
walked alongside of it, but on the way he 
overtook a stout priest trudging along under 
the burning sun. Thinking that he was only 
going to the next village, the peasant duti- 
fully offered him a seat on the pack-saddle, 
but the priest remained seated during the re- 
maining eight miies till the city was reached ! 
On dismounting he thanked the peasant and 
asked if there was anything he could do for 
him. The latter felt much annoyed, both on 
account of the selfish abuse of his courtesy 
and the tired condition of his mule, and 
said, ** Yes, Father, I want you to excommu- 
nicate me.’’? When the priest, astonished 
and shocked, explained that such an act in- 
volved eternal perdition, the peasant per- 
sisted that he only wanted that one favor, 
and that he wanted it badly. At last con- 
senting, the priest pronounced over him the 
dreaded formula and then asked the reason 
for such a strange request. ‘¢ Because when 
I am known to be an excommunicated man, 
no priest will dare to ride upon my mule !’’ 
Similarly when a Jew has become a Chris- 
tian, the rabbis stand round a basin of water 
with lighted candles and, pronouncing a 
similar curse, dip their inverted candles in 
the water. The extinguished light means a 
soul cut off. The result has been a growing 
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LESSON FOR FEB, 22 (Luke 12 : 1-12) 


conviction among the people that God does 


not entrust such consequences to the hands 
of men. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecyprt, 
~% 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


APrayerBefore the Lesson.— Our Father, 
we are grateful to-day for the knowledge of thy 
loving care for each one of us. Why should 
we fear? ‘Thou art our Father, and thou hast 





* er and wisdom. We cannot by striving: 
n 


rest in thee, but by resting in thee we can 
find power and strength for the daily task. 
Take away from us all fear, we pray thee. De- 
liver us from the burden of the past, the per- 
plexities of the present, and from any doubt as 
to the future, in thy loving 6g pee for us. 
Lead us out, we pray thee, into a glad and 
open confession of our faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and in that faith may we live the un- 
anxious life. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Fear is a great de- 
stroyer. It destroys peace and it destroys 
power. If we are controlled by fear, we 
stumble and halt and hold back when we 
ong to go courageously forward, trusting 
in him who is our guide. Fear takes awa 
our strength from every kind of good wor 
that we are called upon to do, and mean- 
while the moments and the days pass on 
with a great loss of service in our lives, But 
there is a greater destroyer than fear, Can 
any of you tell me what that is? The lesson 
title to-day tells the answer plainly. Faith 
will destroy the great destroyer, fear. A 
quiet, simple faith that just holds us in trust- 
ful obedience to God drives out fear. 

Have you ever seen a happy little child 
come into a street-car, or a railroad car, on 
a dull day when grown folks were sad or 
tired? The laughter and the’ childlikeness 
of that little child show forth a spirit that 
sometimes changes the whole atmosphere of 
the car. The grown folks who are pressed 
with heavy cares wonder why they, too, 
cannot more truly’ be like that little child: 
This‘1s the simple message of our lesson +to- 
day. its 
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God has a particular and personal care for 
each oné of us, and he will not let us go. 


. Therefore in faith let us joyously do our 


work, and look up to him in whose keeping 
we need have.no fear. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
% 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* A mighty fortress is our God.”’ 

‘* Blessed assuranee,—Jesus is mine."’ 

** How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord.”’ 
‘* I'm not ashamed to own my Lord.” 

** In heavenly love abiding.’’» 

** Jesus, lover of my soul.” 

** O troubled heart, be thou not afraid.”’ 

** Ye servants of Ged, your Master proclaim,"’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
‘Psalm book “ Bible Songs.’’) 

Psalm 56 : 1-4, 10-13 (115 : 1-3). 
Psalm 118 : 6-9 (238 : 1, 3, 4). 
Psalm 27 : 1-6 (57 : 3, 4, 5). 
Psalm 125 : 1-5 (271 : 1-4). 
Psalm 121 : 1-8 (263 : 1, 2). 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 


Fifty-two informal little nature talks will be 
given in this column for-the use of teachers of 
the younger children, or for parents on Sunday 
in the home. Designed to be used in the mid- 
dle of the opening service in the Sunday- 
school, they should be given without introduc- 
tion, and followed possibly by a “‘song that 
fits,” or a word of prayer. The teacher need 
not follow closely the order of the talks, but 
should fit some to the weather or other local 
conditions; and omit, supplement, or adapt 
others. The talks may be simplified for still 
younger children, or elaborated for the Juniors. 


8. God’s Promises on the Trees 


FTER you have had a long, long sleep, 
don’t you love to wake up? to open 
your eyes to a new day, another 

chance to have a good time, to grow, and to 
do things ? 
Not. long’ ago we talked about this old 
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brown earth having its sleepy time. We 
call it—? And after winter comes —? 
when things spring up. It has come even 
now in the warmer country south of us, and 
I want you to keep your eyes open for the 
first bien ‘yal van euking up, so you can 
tell us about it in Sunday-school. I wonder 
who will bring the first blossom ! 

Be sure you watch the brown dots on the 
high-up branches of the trees, between you 
and the sky. Have you looked at them? 
Just little lumps they seem to be, but they 
are very important. ey are God’s prom- 
ises of something good to come by and by— 
God’s promises dotted all over his trees and 
bushes, They are there all the time the 
earth is having its cold, sleepy time, and they 
seem to say to us : 

‘* Wait, wait, and don’t worry! Spring will 
come! Weare here, and tight-shut in our 
hearts are wee leaves rolled up, all ready to 
grow. Our brown coats and overcoats keep 
us from getting frozen, and the baby leaves 
are plenty warm. God put us here last fall 
to show you every time you look up that 
spring will come by and by. We are his 
promises, But wait, wait! It isn’t time 
yet.”’ 

On the way home from Sunday-school I 
hope you will look up and think about them. 
There will be so many you could not possi- 
bly count them! God is always so gener- 
ous! Not just one promise, but hundreds 
and millions of them, and they all say : 

** Wait, trust God! He’s taking care of 
the world!”’ 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
~% 


For the Primary Teacher 
By. Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—The title and Golden Text of 
this lesson are better adapted to adults 
than to children. As we have had 

several lessons about helpers, choose such 
parts of the Scripture portion as will empha- 
size that God cares for his creatures, even 
the sparrows, but he cares: much more for 


| his children . and: helpers, so.they need not 


fear. Substitute as a memory text a part of 


verse 7, ** Fear not, therefore, ye are of more |) 


value than many sparrows.”’ 

Lesson Teaching.—Goud watches over his 
helpers. 

Introduction.—Talk of the birds, which 
have flown to the warm southland to spend 
the winter, Ask about the birds that stay 
north during the cold weather; where do 
they find food, and where do they sleep? 
The sparrows like a sheltered place, under 
the edge of the roof or porch. Many people 
do not like them, because there are so many 
and they are a nuisance. We call them 
English sparrows, because somebody brought 
the first ones from’England, Some people 
set traps for sparrows and others try to shoot 
them in the summer, because they eat some 
of the fruit. Let us notice this week where 
the sparrows find their food. I know alittle 
brother and sister, who tie suet to the limb 
of a tree when snow is on the ground. 

Lesson Story.—One day Jesus talked about 
sparrows. It was after he had dined at the 
Pharisee’s house that such a big crowd gath- 
ered to hear him talk that they almost stepped 
rae each other, trying to get close enough to 

ear. 

At first Jesus talked to his disciples and 
helpers, telling them not to be afraid of the 
fault-finders, like those Pharisees who com- 
a because they did not wash their 

ands properly, at the right time. Jesus 
said, ‘‘ You need not be afraid; be brave 
and speak my message to the people. You 
often see the sparrows, and you know that 
(in the market) they are sold two for a penny 
(Matt. 10 : 29) or five fortwo pennies (Luke 
12 : 6), yet not one little sparrow falls to the 
ground but that the Tenveihy Father 
knows it. Not one of them is forgotten in 
the sight of God. Fear not. Ye are of 
more value than many sparrows.’’ If the 
— know it let them sing, or plan for a 
solo : 


‘**God sees the little sparrow fall, 
It meets his tender view ; 
If God so loves the little birds, 
I know he loves me, too.’" 
(Primary Hymnal, 35 cents, Heidelberg Press.) 


Then Jesus said to his helpers : Your work 
will not be easy ; the fauit-finders may arrest 
you and try te kill you; they may bring you 
to the synagogues before the rulers and the 
officers. Be not anxious about what you 





shall say, for (your Helper) the Holy Spirit 
shall teach you in that very hour what ye 
ought to say. Solo: 


‘* God will take care of you, ’ 
Through all the day, o’er all the way,"’ ete. 


Let the children sing : 


** Need I ever know a fear? 
Night and day my Father's near. 
God sees | God sees !"’ 
(Carols; Leyda Pub, Co. Chicago; 25 cts.) 


Jesus promised his helpers, ‘‘ If you con- 
fess me before men, I will confess you before 
my Father in heaven, and before the angels 
of God, Sing: 


** How strong and sweet my Father's care, 
That round about me, like the air, 
Is with me always, everywhere. 
He cares for me."’ 


(Songs for Little People. The Pilgrim Press. 60c.) 


After the Story.—Whose birthday is this? 
Tell some things about George Washington 
which you have learned at home or at school, 
When he became a man, he wanted to be a 
helper to his people and country. Did he 
always have an easy time? Mention Valley 
Forge and crossing the Delaware. He was 
so good and brave and did his duty so well 
that he became great and is honored to-day. 
Just as brig. 4: was a good soldier for 

is country, so the helpers of Jesus were to 
be good soldiers of Jesus Christ. 

Give a tiny national flag to each child to 
wear. 

Hand-work,—Let each child draw and 
color with crayons the Christian flag, which 
is white with a blue field, on which is a red 
cross. Unlike the Conquest flag, it has no 
printing on it. 

For closing, let the children wave their 
hands or tiny flags as they march out, sing- 
ing, ‘* Onward, Christian soldiers,’’ 

Home-work.—Let us notice the the spar- 
rows and be kind to them, because the 
Heavenly Father cares for them. 

CHICAGO. 


% 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen ‘Gill Lovett 


OR introduction review the denounce- 
ment of the Pharisees and lawyers, 
Recall the woes pronounced and the 

open accusations of msg in the system, 
This would naturally; have the effect of rous- 
ing resentment in the minds of the Pharisees 
because they were not seeking the truth. 
Let us see the tumult that followed, Have 
the girls read chapter 11:53, 54, and 12:1. 
Picture the little group of disciples around 
Jesus, facing an angry crowd so dense that 
they trod one upon the other. It seemed as 
if they were about to be attacked, and, natu- 
rally, the disciples are afraid. But Jesus in 
the midst is calm and unafraid, and talks 
quietly to the disciples, telling them one 
cause of fear and how fear may be destroyed. 

1.. Teach hypocrisy—insincerity is a cause 
of fear, and Jesus’ disciples must be fearless. 

When little children are afraid, it is gen- 
erally of something outside of them. They 
fear the dark, or dogs, or furry cats, or toys 
that make noises, etc. But they soon out- 
grow these fears. The fears of older people 
are generally from causes within. 

One great cause is hypocrisy or insincerity 
in word or act.: Have the girls read the 
charge: Beware of the leaven of the Phari- 
sees, Explain ‘ leaven’’ and how it works 
silently, rapidly, effectively within the loaf. 
Show how insincerity in studied lessons 
causes the fear and worry when examina- 
tions and lists come, Show how insincerity 
in goods sold will lead to loss of business 
and cause fear and worry. Insincerity in 
one’s own heart leads him to misjudge and 
accuse others, 

Then show that hypocrisy in religious life 
is not only useless to the one who practises 
it, but is a serious stumbling-block in the 
advance of Christ’s kingdom. 

Hypocrisy is bound to be revealed, as the 
examination revealed it in school. God 
cannot be deceived, though men may be. 
Recently a man’s death revealed a deceit he 
had hidden from men for years, but God 
knew it. The girl who tells the truth has 
no fear of being found out, and only the 
people with hidden dutiable goods are afraid 
of the customs inspectors, Therefore if we 
‘** ring true’’ there is no fear to come from 
revealing what we do or say. It was only 
after Adam had sinned and was trying to 
hide it that he was afraid. 
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2. Teach: Faith will destroy fear. 

Who would be afraid of a mouse if a lion 
were in the path. But the greater cause for 
fear is not always so plainly seen. Men do 
not fear alcohol more than war, yet it causes 
greater death and crime and suffering and 
money loss. Men do not fear disobedience 
of God’s laws more than they fear some 
dread disease. So Jesus tells his disciples 
that they are fearing the unimportant ,and 
forgetting the realdanger. These men could 
only harm the body because of their dis- 
pleasure, but had man no more valuable 
thing than a body? 

Displeasing God through disobedience is 

more to be feared because He holds in his 
hand the disposition of our soul, With the 
knowledge of the greatest danger, Jesus 
gave them three beautiful truths. which - 
would destroy their fear if they believed 
ous enough to direct their actions accord- 
ingly. : 
Find the verse in which he told them (1) 
that God knows all about each of us; our 
strength and our weakness; our struggles 
and defeats, 

Find the verse in which Jesus told them 
that knowing us, and in spite of our weak- 
ness, God cares (Matt. nes 20h. And 
find the promise to be with us to help if we 
confess him, ; 

Often in department stores and large build- 
ings I see small bottles or red cans labeled 
‘* Fire extinguisher,’?’ When fire breaks 
out there, at hand is that which will smother 
and destroy it. Did you ever wonder what 
these botties and cans contained ? 

The girl who has heard these promises has 
in her possession a ‘‘Fear extinguisher,’ 
which can be used the instant something 
comes to make her afraid physically, or to 
make her fear to confess Jesus publicly, or 
fear to speak to some girl, or fear to attempt 
work for Jesus. When the first temptation 
to be afraid comes, the faith in the God who 
knows and loves and is with us to help will, 
if used, cast out that fear. No fear can pos- 
sibly conquer a heart fortified by faith, 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson, 


Write in your book the real thing td'fear 
and the cure for being afraid. ' ae 
Read Luke 12: 13-34:. Memotize: Luke 
12: 34. 
Why does your heart go where your. treas- 
ure is? $ieris'-0, .° 
What is necessary to make ‘treasure ” 

come from the ground ? 

In what way was this man poor? 

Where might he have gathered real treas- 
ure? 

Mark in your Bibles Proverbs 11 : 28;: 
Proverbs 3: 13s 14; 1 Timothy ‘6: 17-19; 
Ephesians 3:8; Colossians 2 : 28. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


UR teacher held up a nickel last Sun- 
day, and asked us how much it was 
worth. 

** Five cents,’’ sung out Skinny. 

Then teacher threw it down on the table, 
but it didn’t ring right, and Bulldog Jones 
hollered ‘* Bad.’’ 

‘*What’s the matter with it?’ 
teacher. 

‘** Counterfeit,’? we all answered, ‘‘ made 
of lead.’’ we 

‘* But it says it is worth five cents,’’ per- 
sisted teacher. 

**It’s a fraud,’’ declared Bulldog, ‘‘ and 
you got stuck when you let some guy work 
it off on you,”’ 

‘If it’s a fraud, what other name might 
we call it, that Jesus applied to the Phari- 
sees?’’ teacher asked, steering for the 
lesson. 

‘* Hypocrite,’’ we told him, and then we 
talked about what that word means till we 
decided that a hypocrite is one whose real 
metal is worth less than his face value. . 

** My father says the church is full of hypo- 
crites,’’ spoke up Bulldog. 

** Sure,’’ agreed teacher, ‘‘ so is the coun- 
try full of counterfeit coins. But we don’t 
refuse a good dollar on that account, do we? 
Real money and real Christianity are worth 
while, or people wouldn’t imitate them, 
would they ?’’ 

Bulldog said he guessed not, and teacher 
went on to say that Jesus tells in this lesson 
what to do with hypocrites. 

We hunted all down through the verses, 


asked 
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but couldn’t find it till finally Carl said he 
guessed it was that word ‘* Beware’’ in the 
very first verse. 

*“That’s it,’’ agreed teacher, ‘* Beware 
means watch out. Don’t be fooled by others’ 
hypocrisy, and don’t become a hypocrite 
yourself,’’ 

** Why does Jesus call it leaven?’’ Bert 
watted to know. 

** Because hypocrisy spreads so, just like 
leaven, or yeast, does through the dough,’’ 
was teacher’s answer. ‘‘ If hypocrisy gets 
started in one littie corner of your life it’s 
pretty sure to spread to other corners, and 
perhaps the center.’’ 

** What does that mean about the house- 
top?’’ Fred asked next. 

**'That’s where the picture comes in,’’ re- 
marked teacher, taking it out and fixing the 
stereoscope and the map. We had to get 
around on the west side of the map and hold 
the picture over Jerusalem, Then we could 
look right down on the east side of the city, 
and away over to the Mount of Olives, and 
see it just like it is, Teacher said to notice 
especially the flat-roofed houses, where the 
people often walk and talk, Whatever they 
say up there is pretty likely to be overheard 
by their neighbors, He says it’s that way 
about what we are, We ae | put on a pious 
front, and try to keep our real selves a secret, 
but people will soon find out our true char- 
acter as if it were shouted from the house- 
top. 

The told a —_ about an office-boy that 
got converted and joined the church, The 
man he worked for wasn’t a Christian, and 
he watched the boy to catch him in some 
meanness. One day he sent the boy to tell 
the foreman something that wasn’t true. 
The boy wouldn’t do it, and the boss fired 
him. Ile felt pretty bad to lose his job 
when his mother needed the money, but he 
wouldn’t give in. He said he’d rather lose 
his job than go back on his Christianity by 
telling a lie. Then the boss knew he was a 
real Christian, so he took him back, and 
finally became a Christian himself. It was a 
dandy story, and teacher said he knew the 
boy. He says it’s such tests that tell whether 
we ring true or not, and show what we 
really are at heart. 

‘Then we took up the five advantages in 
being a Christian that teacher had told us to 
find in the lesson, He had me read my list, 
so I said, ** Don’t mind being found out (v. 
3), Not afraid to die (v. 4), No need to worry 
(vs. 6, 7), Have a friend to stand up for you 
in heaven (v. 8), God for a teacher (v. 12).’’ 

The other fellows had about the same in 
different words, and teacher said we had 
done well, He put the answers all together, 
and wrote them on the board. But first we 
talked about each point, and how fine it is 
to be in the condition of a Christian. I tell 
you he made it seem grand. I was glad I 
had made a start, and didn’t need to be 
scared to die. He made it out like a Chris- 
tian had something far better than money, 
and I guess it’s so. We're all rich and 
don’t know it. While we were still talking 
about that the bell stopped us, 

I forgot to say that this is the way he put 
it on the board : 





EXPOSURE 


NOT AFRAID OF trovsce 


PERSECUTION 
JUDGMENT 
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Cowardice and Courage 


HIS section is addressed mainly to the 
disciples, based on the preceding ex- 
periences with the Pharisees. It con- 

stitutes an exhortation to fearless sincerity in 
face of opposition, The warnings and en- 
couragements are part of the training then 
being given by our Lord to his disciples, 
and they are suitable to the circumstances of 
the Perean journey towards Jerusalem. See 
Riddle’s ** Sherman” Section 54 and Note 
2; Croscup’s ‘*Charts,’’ Section 61 and 
footnote ; Stirling’s ‘* Atlas,’? page 21 and 
No, 120nmap. Most of the words recorded 
in this chapter are found in different parts of 
Matthew, either in the Sermon on the Mount 
(chaps. 5-7), or in the instructions to the 
Twelve (10: 5-42), or in the last prophecy 
(24: 4-51). Luke gives them in the form of 
a continuous discourse, but with decided 
breaks at verses 13, 22,54. Many of Christ’s 
words were spoken mote than once, and this 
will in measure explain the resemblances 
and differences between Luke and Matthew, 


Daily Studies 


Monday.—Read carefully verse 1. The 
scene at the Pharisee’s house had evidently 
been heard, for there is a close connection 
between this verse and the foregoing section. 
While there was intense opposition to Christ, 
he was still beloved by the people who flocked 
together for his protection, and by their pres- 
ence quelled the violence of the Pharisees, 
Christ often applied to his disciples what he 
had been saying to others. The statement 
of the gathering together of ‘* many thou- 
sands ’’ is probably metaphorical for ‘* huge 
crowds ’’ (Acts 21 : 20), 

Leaven is here used as that which spreads, 
and in. spreading corrupts. ..The warning 
was given more than once (Matt. 16:6; Mark 
8:15). The Pharisees had leavened. the 
piety of all Israel by their evil ways, and their 
fundamental sin was hypocrisy. It is striking 
to observe how much is said in the Bible 
about unreality in religion (chap. 8: 13; Isa. 
33: 15; Matt, 23:28; Mark 7:6; Luke6: 
42; and many more). There are two forms 
of hypocrisy, —simulation and dissimulation. 
‘To simulate is to pretend to be what we are 
not. To dissimulate is to hide what you 
really are, 

Tuesday.—Read verses 2, 3. Hypocrisy 
is now shown to be useless as well as wrong, 
because there will be a terrible exposure 
some day when all will be unveiled ; and in 
place of the hypocrisy those whose voice 
cannot now find a hearing shall become the 
teachers of the world (v. 3). Is it not search- 
ing to realize from these words that every- 
thing is public if we only knew it? These 
words of verses 2 and 3 can be applied in 
many ways, and were often used by Christ 
(Luke 8:17; Matt, 10: 27). 

Wednesday.—Read verses 4, 5. Now 
comes a special appeal to the disciples as 
their Master’s *‘ friends.’’ A beautiful title, 
“limited in the Old Testament to Abraham 
(2 Chron, 20: 7; Isa. 41:8; Jas. 2: 23), 
but now applied to all believers (John 15 : 
15). Such a title was full of meaningin view 





Doesn’t that make it seen worth while to 
be a Christian ? 

So you see we had a right good lesson 
with that old lead nickel for an object to 
stand for a hypocrite, the picture to make 
what Jesus said seem real, the story of the 
office-boy that made us all want to ring true 
when we are tested, and the blackboard 
words to help us remember, 

He made some good points, too, about 
what hypocrites are, and how they prove 
Christianity worth while ; then the danger of 
hypocrisy spreading, and what we really are 
being sure to come out some time, Then 
last, the benefits of being a Christian. Per- 
haps some of those points won’t fit your 
class, and then you can have that much 
longer time on the ones that do. 

Teacher said next lesson was about a rich 
poor man, and that we should study up ar < 
-- be all ready to ask him questions on it next 
Sunday instead of his asking us. We are 
going to see if we can stick him, 

West Terre Haute, Inp. 


of the enemies all around. In these and the 
following verses personal security is assured. 
‘The success of their cause has been shown to 
be certain (vs. 2, 3), and now the reference 
is to themselves, for which there was genuine 
reason after Luke 11:49. Observe how 
fearless Christ is in view of the opposition in 
chapter 11. Such courage is to be imitated 
by his followers. Whois the one referred to 
in verse 5? Are we to fear God, or is the 
reference to the devil? There seems very 
little doubt that the reference is to God and 
not to the Devil. Scripture never exhorts 
us to fear Satan, but to resist him (Jas. 4: 7; 
1 Pet. §: 9). Besides it is not he who pos- 
sesses authority to cast us into hell. The 
word rendered ‘‘hell’’ is **Gehenna,’’ and 
is the Greek form of the Hebrew phrase, 
‘* Land of Hinnom,”’ referring to the valley 
of Hinnom outside Jerusalem, where the 
worship of Moloch had been celebrated, and 
where fires were always burning to keep 
away putrefaction. This-was regarded as a 
type of future punishment. Note carefully 
the words found in the New Testament for 
future punishment: Gehenna, Hades, Tar- 








THE BIBLE STUDENTS CLASS 


Conducted by the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





tarus cy Davis’ ‘* Bible Dictionary,’’ under 
**Hell”’ and ** Hinnom’’), 

Thursdav.—Read verses 6, 7. Illustra- 
tions of divine providence are now given from 
the details of life. The cial word is 
rightly rendered ‘‘ pence,’’ not ‘* farthings,’’ 
as in the Common Version, The second 
illustration is from the hairs of the head, in- 
dicative of God’s minute concern for his 
people (21:18; Acts 27 : 34; 1 Sam. 14: 
45). They were to cease all fear because 
they were different from, and therefore su- 
perior to, many of these little birds. 

Friday.—Read verses 8-10. The recom- 
pense of faithfulness is contrasted with the 
punishment of the cowardly and the adver- 
sary. The profession of the Gospel may cost 
them dearly, but if they persevere there is 
reward, The fear of man lies at the root of 
hypocrisy, and this is always opposed to the 
fear of God, The contrast between confes- 
sion and denial is important, The reference 
to. the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit 
raises one of the great difficulties of the Gos- 
pels. In Matthew 12 ; 31, 32 and Mark 3 : 
28-30 this is connected with the charge of 
casting out demons through Beelzebub 
which, it will be recalled, Luke gives with- 
out this saying (11 : 15-20). Perhaps the 
words were uttered more than once. What 
does this sin mean? ‘There can be no doubt 
that it refers to deliberate and constant re- 
jection of known light. The verse therefore 
refeis to something far different from a mere 
timid disciple. It is a state, not an act. See 
below for a fuller discussion. 

Saturday.—Read verses 11, 12, The 
thought seems to be that the disciples need 
not be afraid of committing this unpardon- 
able sin by any thoughtless language in the 
presence of persecutors, since the Holy Spirit 
himself ‘would direct their words. Whether 
brought before Jewish or Gentile authorities 
they can depend upon the Holy Spirit to be 
their Teacher in regard to both matter and 
manner of speech. As to these, there would 
be no need of anxiety. How striking is the 
assurance of the Holy Spirit, ‘in that very 
hour.’’ Have we fathomed the depth of this 
wonderful promise? It is a challenge to our 
Christian experience to-day. See also chap- 
ter 21: 14, 15; Matthew Io : 19, 20; Mark 
533 88. 

Sunday.—Special attention must now be 
given to the great principle of the Golden 
Text, the confession of Christ (v. 8), The 
Christian life demands thoroughness, and 
this is only possible by the confession of 
Christ. It obviously implies that we have 
something to confess, an experience of Christ 
in the soul, Then manifestation of it is 
rightly expected, for life invariably expresses 
itself. ‘lhe new-born infant, the lambs, the 
birds, the fruit, are all so many expressions 
of life. So in things spiritual, we must 
**trust and say so.’’ This confession is said 
by Paul to be ‘* unto salvation’? (Rom. Io: 
10), and if we render this ‘‘ safety’? we see 
how true it is. Confession of Christ as Lord 
gives strength to our convictions, fortifies 
our faith, and steadies our character. It also 
gives us confidence before men, fixing our 
belief and settling what we know. Our ser- 
vice thereby becomes real, for there is a 
power and joy in the fearless testimony of a 
true witness (2 Tim. 1 : 8,12; 2:15; 1 Pet. 
4:16). That is why Paul speaks of hope 
that **maketh not ashamed’’ (Rom. § : 5). 
And John similarly urges us so to live here 
and now that in the Great Day we shall 
*¢not be ashamed ”’ (1 John 2: 28). Christ 
is not ashamed to call us brethren (Heb, 2 : 
11), and God is not ashamed to be called our 
God (Heb, 11 : 16). We must therefore not 
be ashamed of Christ. Secret discipleship is 
always reproached in Holy Scripture. Con- 
fession is essential to faith, obedience, con- 
secration, service, satisfaction. ‘*I have not 
hid thy righteousness within my heart.”’ 


Questions for Further Study. 


1. Zhe Pharisees. An important element 
in Christ’s life. Their origin and early his- 
tory can be discovered from Davis’ ‘Bible: 
Dictionary,’’ and their relations to Christ 
should be carefully studied in the Gospels 
along these lines. (a) At first friendly in- 
terest (Luke 5 : 17; 7: 36); (b) then de- 
velopment of hostility (5 : 21, 30; 6: 2, 7, 
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11); (c) itsoutward concealment (6: I tog: 
17); ta its reappearance after the Galilean 
crisis (Mark 7: 1-5; 8:11). Not all were 
hostile to Christ (13 : 31; John g: 16). 

2. Leaven. Is leaven always a type of 
evil? Some think the parable in Matthew 
13 : 33 is the only exception, but even this 
is perhaps better regarded as referring to 
evil, See also 1 Corinthians § : 6-8; Gala- 
tians 5:9. In secular literature its associa- 
tions are generally evil. 

3. The Awful Power of Hypocrisy. See 
a splendid sermon by Dr, H, Clay Trum- 
bull, in ‘*Shoes and Rations for a Long 
March, ’’ page 121 (Scribners, $1.50). Bun- 
yan has several characters expressive of 
hypocrisy: My Lord Turn-About, My Lord 
Fair-Speech, Mr. Smoothman, Mr. Facing- 
Both-Ways, Mr. Two-Tongues. Of these 
Bunyan says, ‘* They never strive against 
wind and tide,’’ and ‘* They are always most 
zealous when religion goes in his silver slip- 

ers,’? 

4. The Holy Spirit in the Christian Life. 
Study all the references to the Holy Spirit in 
Luke. See also the fine little book ‘* The 
Threefold Secret of the Holy Spirit,’’? by 
James H. McConkey. (This book is not 
sold, but may be obtained without charge 
from the publisher, Fred Kelker, P. O. Box 
216, Harrisburg, Pa,) 

5. The Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit, 
The opposition of the Pharisees reached its 
climax in accusing Christ of connection with 
the Devil, and this meant the deliberate as- 
sociation of good with eyil, shutting their 
eyes to what they knew to be true, ‘lhe es- 
sential feature of their sin was an inward 
hatred of what they knew and felt to be 
divine, Thus we must remember that it is 
not so much an act, or deed, as a moral 
condition, and of course it is no particular 
form of sin, but a state of the heart. There 
is no greater sanctity involved in the Spirit 
than in the Son, but there is a contrast be- 
tween slandering the Son of man in his 
veiled human condition, which might be 
done ignorantly, and slandering the same 
Person after the clear light shed on him by 
the Holy Ghost, and in the full knowledge 
of all that this meant, Is it possible for us 
to commit this unpardonable sin? Of course 
it is possible to have this state or condition 
of deliberate and wilful opposition to what is 
known to be right. But if we fear that we 
have committed it this fact proves that we 
have not done so, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, February 22, 1914 


Rules for Young Business Men and 
Women (Prov. 22 : 1-29). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MOoNn.—Integrity (Prov. 4 : 17-27). 
‘TUrES.—Truthfulness (Eph. 4 : 25-32). 
WED.—Reliability (Psa. 15 : 1-5). 
‘THURS. —Punetuality (Eccl. 3 : 1-13). 
FRI.—Persistency (Luke 9 : 62). 
SaT.—Faith (Josh. r : 1-9). 











Why is honesty the best policy ? 

How can we make business a social service ? 

A business man's word—what should it be 
worth ? 


: ID he say that he would do it?’’ 
asked one man ofanother. ‘‘ Yes,’’ 

answered the other, ‘the did.’’ 

‘*Very well, then,’’ replied the first, ‘*he 
will do it. Whatever he says he will do, he 
can be depended upon to do,’’ This is the 
first necessity, reliability. We are all em- 
ployed to do certain work. In every case 
the work is more or less clearly defined. We 
have books to keep, or correspondence to 
attend to, or beds to make, or a house to keep 
clean, or goods to display and offer for sale, 
or animals to care for, or children to watch, 
or this duty or that. Can we be depended 
upon to do what we are employed to do, to 
do it conscientiously, efficiently, promptly ? 
Do our employers always feel secure when 
they know that work has been committed to 
us? Do they say, ‘* Well, that is cared for 
now. So and so can be depended upon ”’ ? 
This kind of service rests upon character. 
Men cannot be relied upon unfailingly in 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 22 (Luke 12 : 1-12) 
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You cannot buy a more ef- 
fective or reliable remedy 
for coughs, hoarseness and 
sore throat. 
No tes or 





Sunday-School——— 


TTHE MOODY JUNE 
Week «i wines INSTITUTE 15-21 


Toceding § the FERN NATIONAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL CONV N. Plannéd in con- 
ference with Mr. Marion a Gen’l Sec’y of 
the International $.$. Asso. Among those “ 

ct to be present are: Dr. Edgar Blake. B 
Spilman, H. M. Hamill, J. T. Faris, ReBert W. 
Gammon, P, Sh epherd, Charles Gotaudet 
‘Trumbull, Prof. A. M. Locker, and Hugh.C 

‘The Institute and The Christian Workers 
Magazine have:a plan whereby those who desire 
may attend | both gatherings at little or possibly no 
expense. For dee particulars, circulars, pro- 
grams, ett., @ : 


Gunday Schoo! Dept.,The Moody Bible Institute,Chicago 


Home Bible 
Study Course 


We offer you the most 
thorough and complete 
course in Bible study 
ever taught by any Bible 
correspondence institute 
in the world; for Sun- 
day School Workers 
and all Bible Students. 
‘This course will prove a 
great help in preparing 
the Sunday School lessons 
each week. Testimonials and 
particulars free. 


THE BIBLE STUDENT CO., Claremont, Cal. 
(Formerly of Canton, O.) Prof. E.S. Young, D.D., Pres. 


BECOME 
A NURSE 


E have trained 
thousands of 
women in their own 
homes to earn $10 to 
25 a week as nurses. 
ur graduates num- 
7,000—a record un- 
equaled by any insti- 
tution. Send for 
**How | Became a 
Nurse ’’ — 248 pages 
with actual experi- 
ences. 48 sllustrated lesson pages free to inquirers. 


The Chautauqua School of Nursing 
286 Maia St. Thirteenth Year. Jamestown, N. Y-. 


Camp Fire for Girls 


You will find the facts about this 
wonderful new movement, how to 
organize groups, lists of honors 
requirements for guardianship and 
many handsome illustrations of 
Camp Fire Girls ahd their activi- 
@ ties in their official manual. Price, 


— _ cents. 
ee or Outfidting Company 
19C West 17th St., New Vork City 


im. CLASS PINS 


esse) ¢, Gone Scheal TO YOU 
Ceiaal School er Society 
WO. 16713 Fn with attractive 
Prices mailed free upon request. Special 
Offer, either style of pins here illustrated 
with any three letters and figures, one or 
two colors of enamel. Sterling Silver, 30c. 
each: $3.00doz.; Silver Plate, 15c. each; "Sr. 50 doz. 
BASTIAN BROS. CO., 304 Bastian Bidg., Rochester, N.Y. 
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work if ong are not reliable men in their 
character. If there are seams in their char- 


acter they will probably appear sooner or 


later in their work. Honest work can be 
counted upon only from honest men. Young 
business men and women should seek by ab- 
ooo honest character to achieve a repu- 
tation for absolute honesty. A woman com- 

plained to the superintendent of one of our 
ae railroad stations that the attendant in 
the women’s waiting room must have taken a 
valuable ring of hers which she had left on 
the washstand. Later the woman had to con- 
fess that this was a lie and that she had not 
left the ring there at all. When it was 
pointed out to her what a wrong she had 
done to the attendant she expressed some 
sorrow, She had meant only to try to con- 
ceal the real occasion of losing the ring. 
**But,’’ said the superintendent, ‘‘I knew 
the honesty of the attendant and I never even 
spoke to her of your story.’? Against a flat 
imputation of dishonesty an honest character 
was an impervious defense. 


bd 


The great principle which lies back of reli- 
ability and integrity is truth, Young men 
and women should lay it down as their fun- 
damental law, to which there can be abso- 
lutely no exception, that they will never lie 
or deceive, that they will say nothing and 
take the consequences, or tell the truth and 
take them, We are not bound to speak if we 
tiink we ought to be silent, but if we speak 
ii must be the truth, Nothing will be more 
speedily and completely fatal to any one than 
the impression of falsehood or untrustworthi- 
ness in speech or deed, Even men who lie 





require for their employees, whom they need 

to trust, men who will not lie. Even false- 

hoods live only by the truths they make use of, 
* 


Honesty in terms of time is punctuality. 
Tardiness is the theft of time’ When we 
make a. gergeoe truth requires us to keep 
them. no reputation can be more eas- 
ily acquired than the reputation for unpunc- 
tuality. .‘* Never mind, Mr. is not 
here. But he is always late. Let us begin 
without waiting for him.’?’ How many meet- 
ings have been begun with such a remark? 
On the other hand, how many men have 
doubled their value to their employers by the 
security which they create that at the stroke 
of the clock they will always be there : ‘* All 
ready, sir.’’ . 


*¢ Really I can’t have her about,’’ a woman 
said of one whom she employed, ‘‘ her pres- 
ence is a shadow and a Laolvanes to every- 
one. with her smile and good cheer 
is worth a hundred of her.’’? The atmos- 
pheric conditions of an office or of a home, in 
these days of efficiency standards, is an ele- 
ment that cannot be ignored. Happy people, 
quiet in their capacity and contentment, un- 
ruffled, steady, are sought everywhere, 








Ask some business man whom you know 
what qualities he wants in his employees. 

Look at the characteristics which Jethro 
advised Moses to find in the men needed as 
judges (Exod, 18 : 21), 

Paul tells us what ought to be our rules 
and ideals in the twelfth chapter of Romans, 





FOR FAMILY WORSHIP ‘| 


\ By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 


2 





NE reason why parents:do not have 
more influence over their children is 
that they do not take time for fun and 

enjoyment with them, but only have time to 
meet with them in life’s serious and earnest du- 
ties, Family worship will mean more if our 
children have found us ‘* good fun ’’ when 
they are frolicsome, and as ready for a 
inerry time with them as we expect them to 
be ready for a serious time with us, The 
human element has always had much influ- 
ence in genuine and effective religion. 
**Come on, children; father hasn’t much 
time in the morning, and you know he likes 
us down for prayers.’’ This was the em- 
phatic sentence of an older brother which 
brought all the younger children down in time 
for family worship. Butthat particular father 
was just as sure to let nothing interfere with his 
having his fan with those children regularly. 
It might be a game of baseball after dinner in 
the early summer, or a swim at the lake, or 
a game of tennis, or a walk, or a motor ride, 
or knocking off work in time for the cham- 
pionship football game at the University the 
Saturday before Thanksgiving. When they 
were younger he wasn’t too dignified to romp 
all over the library floor with them, or bring 
home a pet rabbit or small puppy. He had 
taught his children to whittle and whistle, 
and he found it just as easy and natural to 
teach them to pray and reverence God. His 
family worship was a matter of course. 





February 16 to 22 


Mon.— Luke 12: 1-12. Faith Destroying Fear. 

The only men who fear men are those who 
have wronged men, Faith in God and faith- 
fulness to men cast out fear and give freedom 
and courage. Faith gives man holy and 
fearless strength and wisdom, and skill as 
well, ‘*I know whom I have believed and 
am persuaded that he will keep that which I 
have committed to him.”’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the ordi- 
nary servants of the community where you 
live. For mail carriers, railroad men, and 
watchmen. Thank God for their faithful- 
ness in all kinds of weather. Pray for fire- 
men, engineers, freight-car hands, express 
agents, mail-car distributors. Pray for po- 
licemen who protect our homes all through 
the night; for messenger boys, for street-car 
motormen and condustors. Make ordinary 
life real thromgh prayer. 

Tues.—Gal, 3: 1-14, Life by Faith. 


There is a natural tendency in us all to 
return to works and justify our lives by 





deeds, This course is not only dangerous, 
but’ disastrous, '' Faith and faith only ‘can 
give us living vietory. ‘‘ Abraham believed 
God, and. it. was accounted ‘unto him for 
righteousness. ’’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Zake to God in 
prayer the little tendencies of varying na- 
tures to yield to slight weaknesses, loss of 
temper, impatience, complaint, delay, peev- 
ishness, excuse, anxiety, worry, gossip, ex- 
aggeration, careless language, and pray 
definitely that strength may be given to over- 
come and eliminate them from our lives. 


Wed.—Rom. 8: 31-39. The Assurance of Faith. 

If ever we are discouraged with our own 
lives and the efforts of our own hearts, we 
should take time to read through the seventh 
and eighth chapters of Romans. Assurance 
will return to us, and victory will be ours. 
These chapters act as a living tonic to the 
wearied soul, , 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for teachers 
and classmates, for neighbors and compan- 
tons. Pray for old friends and new. Do 
not be afraid of surprises in your prayers. 
Lt is a criticism worthy of notice when our 
children say they really know about what we 
are to pray. for, and could almost say our 
prayers for us. 


Thurs,—Heb. 11 : 32-40. The Victories of Faith. 
The enthusiastic author of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews gives us the impression of 
great reserve artillery in this exultant close 
to the faith chapter. These heroes of faith 
are representatives of a great host who have 
gained countless victories through faith. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Ask that our faith 
may be more vital and reliant; thatwe may 
possess and appropriate it; may inspire 
others by its use, and gain others by its 
power. Show faith by asking God for 
little things as well as great. If some- 
thing has been lost, ask that it may be found, 
Enrich prayer by simplicity, but do not 
cheapen it by complexity. 


Fri.—Jas. 2: 14-26. Faith and Works. 

In the old days, before electricity was so 
generally used, our stereopticon views were 
usually given by oxygen and hydrogen 
gas. The light blended those gases and 
was most effective. Either would have been 
useless without the other. Either would 
have proved disastrous unless used in right 
relation and proportion. So faith and works 
must go together if we are to live in the 
light. 


(Continued on next page) 
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THE BEST WAY 


“ COMMUNION SERVICE 
It is conceded that the individual 
best. 





your choice. 
Write for Ittustrated Price List 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE COMPANY 
1701-1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia , 


of SHAW FURNITURE CO. 
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A. B. & E.L. SHAW CO. 
MAKERS OF 
81 Causeway St., Boston, Mass. 
Catalogue on request. 
eequires no yy invontor't s aan 
WicSuane Beit Feeneny Co.. Bartmont, 
Lessons weekly. ginners or advanced pupils, Ex- 
pense, postage and musiconly. This is small. Thou- 
sands write: “Wish had known of you before,” 
ustrated handbook—it's Home study 
Domestic Science courses. For home-making, teach- 
ing and well-paid positions, AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
beautiful. garden flower 
eee. Blooms profusely from 
June to Nov., each plant pro- 
pink, rose ,crimson, etc. Thrives 
anywhere—finest cut flower for 
vases, etc. Mailed for 


Church Chairs, Pulpits, 
Communion Ta ’ 
Lecterns, Fonts, Etc. 
ROLLERS 
wociieas nd corneal 
In your own home,’ Piano, Organ, Violin, Guitar, 
Banjo, Cornet, Sight Singing, andolin, or Cello. 
Booklet telling how sent free. Address U. S. School 
Music, Box 383, 225 Sth Ave., N. Y. City. 
- OME - MAKING, THE new PROFESSION.” is a 100-pp. il 
Home Economics, 502 W. 6oth St., Cuicaco, ILL. 
CHILDS’ GIANT SUMMER COSMOS 
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Finding the Right Road in 
Church and Sunday-School 
Building and Equipment 


N ENTIRELY new set of problems has been given to the 
architect by the modern Sunday-school with its rapid de- 
velopment and its changing needs. The church building has al- 
ways held a place in the study of great architects, but here also the 
modern. demands are revolutionizing old methods. ‘The -Sunday 


ScHOOL BUILDING AND EQuipMENT Number, dated FEBRUARY 21, 
in which well equipped writers will discuss various phases of a subject 
that is of direct interest to the caurch and Sunday-school worker ; for 
in no growing church or school are all the building and equipment 
problems solved. Articles planned for this special issue are as follows : 


The Efficient Sunday-School_ Building 


There is nearing completion a new Sunday-school building that is 
notable in many ways as an example of what an efficient modern 
Sunday-school building ought to be. A leading feature in this special 
number will be an article describing this Sunday-school building, 
written by the architect who planned it, and illustrated by floor plans 
and photographs of the partly completed exterior. 





Equipping a School for Hand-work 


One of the pioneers and leaders in the use of hand-work in the 
Sunday-school, Milton S. Littlefield, will tell what a Sunday-school 
needs if it would bring into its work this modern useful adjunct to its 
best life. How geography work, illustrative work, and note-book 
work can best be used for pupils of all ages will be thoroughly discussed. 


b) 





Good Methods of Seating 


Some Sunday-schools have learned that there were right and i 
ways to plan the seating only after their building was completed. 
Sunday-school worker who has traveled widely, and who is in close 
touch with schools small and large, Dr. Joseph Clark, General Secre- 
tary of the New York State Sunday-School Association, will write on 
how to handle this problem of seating. 





How to Use and Appreciate Stained Glass Windows 


People in general know very little about the subject of stained -glass 
windows. An article is planned for this number that will. give excep- 
tional information, and at the same time practical counsel, in this field. 





Letting in the Air and Light 


It is often not a poor sermon that is responsible for drowsiness and 
inattention on the part of the worshipers, nor poor music that prevents 
many from joining in the singing. rofessor C. E. A. Wigslow, Chair- 
man of the New York State Commission on Ventilation, has clear 
ideas about the spiritual bearing of the ventilating and lighting 
methods that are used in a church or Sunday-school building. He 
places his exceptional expc7vience in this field at the disposal of Times 
readers in an article that will tell not only how to avoid mistakes in 
planning new buildings, but how to correct defects in old buildings. 





Dividing Up a School Successfully 








tion that constantly arises is how best to separate class-rooms and 
departments. The modern rolling wood partition offers a simple 
solution here, and an article in this number will show how adaptable 
and useful this is in both uneraded and graded schools. 


When Purchasing a Church Organ 


In connection with an article upon ‘‘Selecting a Church Organ,” pub- 
lished in a former issue of The Sunday School Times,.a very practi- 
cal question has been raised as to dangers to be avoided by the organ 
committee. ‘Ihe question will be discussed in this special number in 
the department of ‘* Notes on Open Letters.” 





UCH that is discussed in these special articles will be found of 

general educational value apart from ‘the bearing -on - practi- 
cal problems of construction. And the Sunday-school worker 
whose church or school does not now have. definite needs in this field 
may weli keep this issue of the Times on permanent file for ref- 
erence when future needs arise. ‘The advertising columns will add 
to the value of this number as a ‘‘ Building and Equipment’’ guide 


when questions of what to get and where to get it arise. 





School Times is planning to publish a special CHurcH AND. SUNDay- ' 


With the patectaree | emphasis on grading the Sunday-school, a ques- - 
y 
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For Family Worship 
(Continued from preceding page) 


PRAYER Svuccestions: Thank God for 
the wonderful plan of salvation and all the 
great truths and teachings of his Word. 
Kecp the primary and essential truths of our 
faith before the children in prayer, that the 
greatness and majesty of God may be promi- 
nent in our thoughts and controlling in our 
feelings and worship. 

Set.—1 John 5 : 1-13. 
Faith Overcoming the World. 

The word ‘‘overcome’”’ is a strong, con- 
vincing weapon in the language of faith. But 
this statement is far more comprehensive, for 
it includes the world. No foe can arise which 
faith cannot overcome. God stands with the 
man of faith, and one shall put a thousand 
to flight if that one has faith in Christ. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Give the impres- 
sion in prayer that all others are lost sight 
of in the reality of God's presence, A silence 





FEBRUARY 7, 1914 


before beginning to pray is sometimes valua- 
ble, especially when it gives to thé one who 
leads the consciousness of the greatness of the 
One to whom he speaks. The solemnity of 
prayer should ever be kept before us in its 
deep and majestic meaning. 


Sun.—Heb. 13: 5-17. The Lord Our Helper. 

What a confidence in such a verse, ** The 
Lord is myhelper. I will not fear what man 
shall do unto me.’’ We are not only to 
labor for God, but he works for us. We are 
not only co-laborers with Christ, Christ is a 
co-laborer with us. ‘Fear not; he will 
undertake for thee.’’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: J¢ is sometimes 
dificult to enter into immediate natural 
conversation at once. We find it more nat- 
ural to enter into important subjects after a 
few words of introduction. Would it not 
be well to spend sufficient time alone with 
God in personal prayer before we lead others 
so that we may immediately enter into close 
and important petition with him, 





From Dr. J. R. Miller’s Personal Letters 





Selections from fifty or more of the choicest of Dr. J. R. Miller’s intimate 
letters on soul problems are being published in the Times during 1914. Peo- 
ple from all over the world sought Dr. Miller’s help on questions about 
their life work, their religious doubts, their deep sorrows, problems of 
Christian service, of home difficulties, of marriage, and a thousand other 
personal concerns, Such a surprising range of life interests is covered in 
the letters to be published in these columns that a need of your own or that 
of a friend is likely to be met by Dr, Miller's “ golden pen.” 


7. The Simplicity of Faith 


OUR letter touches my heart very deeply. 
It is not often that 1 have known such 
an experience as yours. Indeed, no 
two experiences ever are identical. But it is 
not often that one accepts the truth about 
Christ as you have done, in such simplicity, 
with such avidity, allowing it to enter into 
your heartand possess your life. That is 
precisely the ideal for Christian faith, Christ 
complained once to his people that his words 
did not have free course in them. He meant 
thet they did not let his words into their 
lives, were not interested by them, did not 
follow them. The only test of faith is obe- 
dience. A great many people read the New 
Testament and enjoy it in a certain way, and 
yet it has but very little effect upon them. 
Last New Year a young man said to his 
pastor : 

‘* | have read the Bible through five times 
the past year.”’ 

The pastor quietly asked him : 

‘* How often has the Bible gone through 
you during the year?”’ 

That is the test. When I hear people 
talking about reading the Scriptures, I want 
to know what effect the Scriptures have had 
upon them, In your case, you have ac- 
cepted the teachings of Christ in their liter- 
alness, and have followed them implicitly. 

You probably have read of Lady Somerset 
and how she came to accept Christ. She 
was trying to settle the question of Christ’s 
personality and place in life intellectually, 
but could not do it satisfactorily. She could 
not yield her heart to Christ because she 
could not understand everything, She wanted 
to know before she would believe and fol- 
low. Sitting one day in her garden, ponder- 
ing the great questions, she seemed to hear 
a voice, as if from heaven, saying to her, 
** Act as if I were, and you will learn that I 
am.’’ The words seemed a real message 
from the Master to her, and she at once said, 
‘*] will.’? She began to act as if the thinys 
that the Scriptures said were literally true, 
and at every point she found that they were 
true. Every promise that she tested and 
proved was fulfilled to her. 

I do not know that you had any such 
struggle in your own experience before you 
accepted Christ, but it is just in this way that 
you have been doing. No doubt you have 
your questions, ‘There are difficulties which 
you cannot solve. There are mysteries in 
the gospel which you cannot understand. 
But none of these things are troubling you or 
holding you back,—-you are acting as if the 
things that-Christ says about himself are 
literally true, and you are finding them true 
at every point. It has been a great comfort 
to me to know of your trust and following of 








Christ, and to be able to help you even a little. 





There came into the church of which I am 
pastor a young woman, a teacher in our 
Girls’ High School, who had almost lost her 
faith, She had become entangled in afi 
manner of questions,—the questions which 
are being raised: by critics about the person 
of Christ and his life and work. I never saw 
a sadder person than she was. I remember 
very well my first talk with nv., when she 
came to tell me of her doubts and questions. 
I asked’ her'to lay all these things aside, and 
let them wait until she had more light for 
them, meanwhile accepting Christ just as he 
offered himself to her in the Gospels. I 
asked her to read the Four Gospels over 
carefully with this one question in mind: 
** What does Jesus say that he is and that he 
wants me to do?’’ She did it honestly and 
sincerely, and in a very short time the change 
in her face became apparent. She was lay- 
ing aside her doubts and questions and diffi- 
culties, and was letting Christ into her life 
in just the way he wanted to come, with love 
and grace and help and guidance. Easter 
Sunday evening I preached on the way Christ 
dealt with the doubts of Thomas, and then 
Thomas’ confession, ‘*My Lord and my 
God.’’ The next morning I received a let- 
ter from her, telling me that she was a living 
illustration of what I had been trying to say to 
the people,—that the’simple acceptance of 
Christ without question or doubt was the sure 
way to peace and gladness, to light and perfect 
liberty. 

Excuse all this long letter about matters 
that do not really affect you. But I was 
thinking of the. way you avoided the troubles 
and struggles and difficulties which so many 
people make for themselves in deman«iing 
to know before they will trust. That was 
the trouble with Thomas, you remember. 
He must see the print of the nails for himself 
before he would believe. 

You ask if I would accept you as a mem- 
ber in St. Paul’s Church in your present 
condition of mind. Indeed I would. As I 
explained to you, our church does not re- 
quire anything more than a simple accept- 
ance of Jesus Christ as Saviour, Master, and 
Friend, and the devotion of the life to him. 
This does not mean that we do not expect 
people to learn more about Christ than just 
these simple things. They are to go on 
learning all the while. The church is a 
school in which they are to be trained. But 
for the beginning this is all we require. No 
matter what questions or difficulties one may 
have, if one is willing to accept Christ and 
begin to follow him sincerely and truly, that 
is all we desire. I wish that you lived in 
Philadelphia, or near enough to come to St. 
Paul’s now and then, It would be a great 
joy indeed to welcome you into the member- 
ship, and to have you come to the Lord’s 
Table with us. 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 22 (Luke 12 : 1-12) 








| Children at Home 





A Ride in an Airship 
By Francis McKinnon Morton 


Bigs and Splash and Dazzle were 


three little water-drops that lived in 

the t ocean, Their mother was a 
big wave who used to run about the sandy 
beach with all her children in her arms. 
Sometimes she tossed the children far out on 
the sands, but they would only laugh and 
run back to her and say, ‘ it again, 
mother, do it again.”” 

She wore a beautiful cap with a long snow- 
white plume in it, and she was really quite a 
handsome mother, She was always busy, 
running here and there and washing the 
sands clean, or piling dainty seashells and 
bits of seaweed ca the shore for little hu- 
man children to gather in their play. If you 
had been at her home on a moonlight night 
you could have seen her still at work, and 
still wearing her beautiful feathery cap. If 
it had been only a starry night you couldn’t 
have seen her very well, only on starry nights 
she always wore stars in her cap; but you 
could have heard her singing and singing all 
night.as she rocked her children to sleep. 
She had such a large family that there was 
always something to do for some of them, so 
she simply ad to keep busy. 

One day the sun stopped overhead and 
smiled a. friendly smile at the mother-wave, 
and told her he would amuse the children a 
while ; and then he gave Dewdrop and Splash 
and Dazzle each a little sunbeam of their very 
own to play with, and said to them : 

' .** How would you like to take a ride in an 
airship, if I sent for you?” 

‘* That would be perfectly fine,’”’ they said ; 
we’ll go and ask mother,’”’ 

They did ask mother, and she said, ‘* Very 
well, dears, run along and have a good, good 
time, and don’t forget to come home again.’’ 


| And they said they would: be sure to come 


back.. 4 ey 
‘*Now,’’ said the jolly old sun, ‘* you get 
right on those,.Jittle' sunbeams, that I sent 





- Another Coffee Wreck 
What's the Use When There’s An Easy 
Way Out 


Along with the coffee habit has grown 
the prevalent ‘‘American Disease”— 
nervous prostration. 4 

The following letter shows the way 
out of the trouble : 

‘* Five years ayo I was a great coffee 
drinker, and from its use I became so 
nervous I could scarcely sleep at all 
nights. My condition grew worse and 
worse, until finally the physician I con- 
sulted declared my troubles were due to 
coffee. 

‘* But being so wedded to the beverage, 
I did not see how I could do without it, 
especially at breakfast, as that meal 
seemed incomplete without coffee. 

‘On a visit, my friends deprived me 
of coffee to prove that it was harmful. 
At the end of about eight days I was 
less nervous, but the craving for coffee 
was intense, so I went back to the old 
habit as soon as I got home, and the old 
sleepless nights came near making a 
wreck of me. 

“*Lheard of Postum and decided to try 
it. I did not like it at first, because, as 
I afterwards discovered, it was not made 
properly. I found, however, that when 
made after directions on the package, it 
was delicious. 

‘It had a soothing effect on my nerves 
and none of the bad effects that coffee 
had, so I bade farewell to coffee and 
have used only Postum since. The most 
wonderful account of the benefit to be 
derived from Postum could not exceed 
my own experience.” 

ame given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Write for a copy of ‘‘ The 
Road to Wellville.” 

Postum now comes in two forms : 

Regular Postum—must be well boiled. 

Instant Postum—is a soluble powder. 
A teaspoonful dissolves quickly in a 
cup of hot water and, with cream and 
sugar, makes a delicious beverage in- 
stantly. Grocers sell both kinds. 


‘* There’s a reason” for Postum. 
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and hold on tight, and climb up and up 
rat I send the sirship along.”’ é 

The little water-drops did as they were 
told, and a whole lot of their brothers and 
sisters climbed up with them; and a lot of 
their cousins had sunbeams and were climb- 
ing up, too, so there was quite a party of 
them to go. t 

By and by, when they were high enough 
up, a soft, fleecy gray cloud came ifting by. 
and then the sun shouted, ‘‘ Hop on, little 
folks! Here’s your ship!’’ 

And they all turned loose and jumped right 
into the soft little cloud, where they found 


hundreds of other little water-drops already 


there. It was a most jolly crowd, and they 
sailed away and away over mountains and 
valleys, rivers and plains, and fields and 
cities. They saw people walking about the 
roads and streets, and little children at play 
in grassy yards, and many other sights that 
were new and strange toslittle water babies. 

**Look out,’’ said the sun, ‘‘and don’t 
crowd on the edge of the ship, or you may 
overturn it—there are such a lot of you: 
Watch down below there, and when you see 
a place you want to stop, tell the wind, and 
he’!l let you down.’’ 

At last as they sailed they came right over 
a beautiful garden beside a lovely palace, but 
the garden was parched and dry, and besde 
a wide south window of the palace a little 
sick child lay tossing on his bed. 

**Oh, let’s stop here!’’ cried Dewdrop 
and Splash and Dazzle all at once... ** Every- 
thing is just burning up for a little water.”’ 

And with that they all crowded and hur- 
ried so that they quite forgot to tell the wind 
it was time to stop, and just tumbled head 
over heels and heels over head off the air- 
ship, and straight downtothe ground, Dew- 
drop fell down into the heart of a beautiful 
pink rosebud, and the little rosebud was so 
glad to get a drink that she held her droop- 
ing head up and smiled all about her and 
shook perfume into the pleasant summer air, 
Dazzle went down on the grass, and washed 
a little dusty grass blade so clean that it 
waved and sparkled as if it were set with 
diamonds. Splash didn’t stop in the garden, 
but jumped into the window, and fell right 
on the hot little hand of the sick child; and 
said **Splash!’’ because hisname was Splash, 

*¢QOh,’’ said the little sick child with a 
sigh of content, ‘* you dear little water-drop, 
I’m so glad you’ve come,—you feel so cool 
and nice.’’ And then the little child turned 
with his face to the window and went to 
sleep, and when he woke up the fever was 
all gone. 

After a while the sun came out and smiled 


at the good work the little water-drops had |: 


done, and sent them down some more sun- 
beams to climb up on, and said: ‘‘ You were 
in such a hurry to get off that you broke 
your airship all to pieces ; but by and by an- 
otherone may come along. You may climb 
up and see,”’ 

‘*Oh, 0!” said Splash ; ‘‘I can’t leave 
this child now.”’ 

‘* Nor I the flower!”’ said Dewdrop. 

** Nor I the grass!’’ said Dazzle. 

The sun was very glad to see that they 
loved their work, because he knew then that 
they had done good work, and he laughed, 
and said: ‘* Well, how are you going to get 
home? You know we promised your 
mother.”’ 

‘* We’re going home by the little brook,’’ 
they answered all together. ‘‘ We can hear it 
singing from here, and it sings such a nice 
wet little song like mother’s that we know 
it will take us straight home. It says: 


‘* I’m coming, coming, coming, 
To find you, Mother Sea, 

And bring your little children 
All home along with me.”’ 


**Oh, very well,’’ said the sun with a big 
smile, *‘ that’s the best way after all, because 
I have to rig up another airship and bring 
out some more water-drops for.a ride.’’ 


SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, 


% 


F YOU are a member of the Pocket Tes- 
tament League, thus carrying a Testa- 
ment always with you and reading at 

least one chapter a day, the Editor of ‘The 
Sunday School Times will appreciate a brief 
letter telling what personal spiritual blessing 
this practise has brought toyou. If you have 
enlisted others in the League, or have used 
it as a means of soul-winning, the Editor 
would like to know just how you did this, 
and why you recommend others’ taking up 
the same plan, 


95 


A WHOLE BIBLICAL LIBRARY IN ONE VOLUME 
Eight Books in One (at the Price of One) 
Bible, Dictionary, Encyclopedia, History, Concordance, Commentary, Analysis and Atlas 








that it has been n 


agrege on the m 
in 


1031 WALNUT STREET, - - - 


The_ 
Cross-Reference Bible 


Editor-in-Chief, Harold E. Monser, B.A. 


This is the most remarkable Analyzed Bible ever published, because it contains so 
many teachings of the whole Bible on so many topics, and is so thorough and exhaustive 
to use more than 400,000 references (200,000 more than any 
other), All .the references on any topic are arranged in foot-notes, and then they are 
carefully classified under heads and subheads so as to make A Complete — 
Analysis of the Bible. This is not the work of one man, but is the work of a large 
number of America’s best and most devout Bible scholars. An illustration of just one 
of the hundreds of special features is a complete Analysis of ‘‘ The Teachings of Jesus,” 
—containing 1,000 themes arranged in alphabetical order with over 20,000 references. 
There is a complete Alphabetical Index to every topic at the end of the Bible, making 
it the most completely analyzed, indexed Bible, and the most convenient ever published. 


Complete Outline Studies or Introductions for every Book of the Bible. By A. T. 
Robertson, A. C, Zenos, Richard G, Moulton, and Clinton Lockhart, 


Excellent Biographies of 300 Bible Characters—Abraham, Moses, David, Solo- 
mon, Isaiah, John the Baptist, Peter, John the Evangelist, Paul, e¢ a/. 


Marginal Index of ali Foot-notes and of the Text, Every page is indexed inde- 
n, fromm verse to foot-note, and the complete alphabetical index 
the back of this Bible includes the titles of 4,800 foot-notes. 


” The Text usedin this Bible is the American Standard Version. 
For price list of the various editions apply to 
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ONLY A LIMITED NUMBER AT THIS SPECIAL PRICE 
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address at 


as long as the 
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not.be disappointed. 
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our Gospels 


bound by themselves in substantial leather binding make one of 
the most useful books imaginable for every teacher and student of 
the lessons for 1914 in Matthew, Mark and Luke. 

The book is very ¢hin—a little more than a quarter inch with 
the covers. And it is just the right size (274x45 inches) to slip into 


This special edition in the American Standard Version (leather 
bound) formerly sold for 50 cents postpaid. The 1912 list of lesson 
topics and Golden Texts is bound u 
fore. cut the price one-haif, and will send copies postpaid to any 


25 cents each; $2.50 a dozen; $20.00 a 100 


resent supply holds out. These are to be had onl 
Times office. Order at once, so you wi 


Tue Sunpay ScuHoot Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


with them. We have there- 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada, ‘These sates include postage : 

Five or more copies, either to 

51.00 separate addresses or in a pack- 

age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 

$ 1 50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $6.00. 

. One free copy addi- 

Free Copies  tionsi wilt beallowed 

for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate, 


Tue SUNDAY SCHOOL Timzs Co., Publishers, 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





TEACHING 
AND TEACHERS 


By 
H. CLAY TRUMBULL 


Doctor Trumbull’s book, ‘‘ Teach- 
ing and Teachers,’’ has found its 
way into the hands of many thou: 
sands of Sunday-school workers. 
It is still the popular book on 
Sunday-school teaching. 


$1.25 POSTPAID. 


Copies may be had from 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co., 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa, 
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GREAT 
BOOKS 


For Christian Workers 


Endorsed by such high authorities 
on Sunday School work as Marion 
Lawrance, Frank L. Brown, W. C. 
Pearce and the leading Religious Press 


Sunday School and the Teens $4.00 


Joun L. Acexanper (Editor) 


Boy and the Sunday School $7.00 


By Joun L. ALEXANDER 


Boy Training . . . . . 75 


Joun L. ALtexanper (Editor) 
To Readers of The 


SPECIAL OFFE Sunday School Times. 


These THREE BOOKS sent on receipt 








if you mention this paper 


and the order | Before March 10, 1914 
Association Press 


124 East 28th Street, - - New York 














FREE, TWO BIBLE 
PICTURES IN COLOR 


One of the Essential Helps Needed 
by every Sunday-school worker 


TISSOT’S Beate: 
‘lhe Pictures that are known all over the world. 


‘hey represent the largest and most widely known 
Collection of Religious Pictures in the world. 


300 SUBJECTS fii ieacin Quatey: 
Best and Cheapest. 


One Cent Each ee 2370 


dorsed b Leading Sunday-school workers. Ar- 
chil pleasing, and intensely interesting to 

fi Ses and are not to be compared with crude, 
artistic, ae ea ad drawn, cheap lithographs 








a. zn ‘hey are the cme 
aD Bg st 

ica Ky relat p anaoueee. costume an —s 
toms. sé reasons enough for you to 


investigate the possibilities of these pictures ? 
6 PICTURES to illustrate THE UNIFORM 
LESSONS FOR 1914 sent postpaid for 50 cents 


Send to-day for Cata vag couserntng 
240 illustrations, 


TISSOT PICTURE SOCIETY 


33 Montgomery Street, Jersey City, N. J. 














Summary 18th Annual Statement 


New York Realty Owners, Inc. 
489 Fifth Ave., New York. 
JANUARY 1, 1914. 





Total Resources... . . $3,945,652.65 





Mortgages and Charges 

Against Real Estate. 
Other Obligations.... $703,510.71 
Total Capital Account . $1,757,040.40 
Surplus and Reserves . $1,067,742.94 


Total.......... $3,945,652.65 


$417,358.60 








PROPORTION OF LIABILITIES 
Real Estate............. 10% 


SPECT Tee. 


Capital, Surplus and Reserves . 72% 


Statement of Certified Public Account- 
ant mailed on request. 


First Farm Mort- 
SHO0 cat erates: 6% 


Excellent 160 acre farm worth four times the amount 
of the mortgage. Farmed by the owner, Write at 
once for particulars and Booklet “ Three Generations 
of Farm Mortgage Investments.” 


CHARLES E. COLEMAN, Manager of Estates 
Farm Mortgage Investments 
542 SOUTH DEARBORN STREET, CHICAGO 


Virginia Farms and Homes 


Fret CaTaALoGue oF SpLenpip BARGAINS. 
R. B. CHAFFIN & CO., Inc., Richmond, Va. 











Ask Marion Lawrance 





ONTARIO, —Is it desirable that there should 
be adopted an for membership to 
be filled out by scholars coming into the school, 
in order that the school may obtain certain in- 
formation concerning the scholar, that scholars 
may not be taken from any school to build up 
our own, and that the scholar may be impressed 
with the dignity of becoming a member of the 


ship to all pupils of the school, so nicely printed 
that it would oo pete by the members of the 
school ?—C 


ALL means, there should be an ap- 

plication blank for membership in the 

Sunday-school, This should be made 
out by all scholars who are old enough to 
write,—certainly by all above the Junior 
Department. It is a very wise condition you 
suggest, not to admit new members to your 
Sunday-school from any other school except 
upon statement of the parents that they are 
planning to transfer their attendance from 
one church to another, This matter of 
pupils coaxing children from one school to 
another is altogether wrong, and should not 
be tolerated. . New scholars should be made 
to feel that they themselves are being hon- 
ored by being admitted as members, and 
that they are conferring no favor whatever 
upon the school. This will add dignity to 
their membership, and be likely to produce 
greater fidelity on their part. 

‘The certificate of membership to all schol- 
ars is likewise a good thing. These certifi- 
cates are printed in beautiful fashion by 
various houses, but if you do not print. your 
own, print the name at least of your school 
in the blank space, so that it will appear to 
be printed for the benefit of your own school. 
‘There are thousands ‘of Sunday-schools that 
use all of these forms, and find them’ greatly 
to their advantage. 





CALIFORNIA—We have frequent call in our 
public li r moders books on Sunday 
school oepents or 
direct me ropa adi J 

T IS a hopeful sign iia Stiddiny-sctioal 

workers begin to look about for the 

books that will help them, and seek 
those books in the public libraries. It is 
another hopeful sign when’ the libraries so 
generously manifest sufficient interest to sup- 
ply the books called for. This is not a new 
thing. Some of the finest public libraries in 
the land,—for example, those in Louisville 
and Cincinnati, —have alcoves devoted to 
Sunday-school ‘pooks ; and very many libra- 
ries have made it known that they are quite 
ready to place upon their shelves any Sun- 
day-school books recommended by their reli- 
able patrons, ‘hese libraries issue small 
catalogues of these particular sections of 
their libraries, and they are distributed 
through the Sunday-schools, The public 
library can gather together so many more 
than an individual church can, and becomes 
for all the churches and Sunday-schools of a 
locality a sort of clearing-house for good 
books, 

There is no single complete list of the sort 
of books you ought to have, All the de- 
nominational publishing houses, and many 
independent houses, will gladly furnish you 
with lists of good books on Sunday-school 
topics, There are many such lists prepared 
especially for such calls as this. 

The International Sunday School Associa- 
tion has prepared several leaflets which 
would be of help to you in this connection : 
‘* Sixty Best Books on Sunday-school Work,’’ 
the International ‘‘ Teacher-Training Leaflet 
No, 1,’’ the International ‘* Secondary Divi- 
sion Leaflet No. 4,’’ and the International 
‘*¢ Missionary Leaflet No. 2.’’ (These may 
be obtained from the office of your own 
State Sunday School Association.) | But from 
all of these sources combined you will get 
only a good start, for the books that. are 
being issued these days on all departments 
of Sunday-school work are legion. Books 
for Sunday-school workers are probably com- 
ing out more rapidly now than books on any 
other phase of Christian service. 

Perhaps a better way for you to do, and 
certainly a way that will create more local 
interest, is to write a letter to the pastor and 
superintendent of each church in your neigh- 
borhood, and ask them. to appoint a commit- 
tee composed of one' person from. each Sua- 








day-school who will. recommend books for 
you to procure. If you are limited to fifty 
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school, and be under some pledge of fidelity? 
Is it well to furnish a certificate of member. | 





| books, tell them so, and they will put in tlie 
fifty they deem best for that locality. If one 
hundred, their range will be wider. You 
will be likely to get the best selection of 
standard and up-to-date books for all depart- 
ments of the Sunday-school in this way. 
When your Sunday-school department is 
established in your library, you will find it is 
one of the most popular corners in the build- 
ing. You are to be commended for your 
interest in it, 


FREE 


To Organists & Choirmasters 


A book of 14 Anthems and Carols, 
containing + ye copies of this 
year's New Easter Music. 

It is not for sale, but will be sent, 
when published, Free to Organists 
and Choirmasters, one copy only 
toeach. Send for it to-day, 


OLIVER DITSON COMPANY 
Room 126 Oliver Ditson Bldg., Boston, Mass. 


FREE EASTER MUSIC 


*Radiant Easter Morn Samples Free to Super- 




















*Easter Classics No. 2 } _iatendents or Pastors. 
Resurrection Glory ) S48; ler one each. 
Easter Anthems 
Samples Free to Organists or Choir Leader. 
_ Easter Choir Cantatas 
Sent for examination upon request. 
*Orchestra Parts supplied for these. 
Philadelphia, tee. Arch | rome 
Hall-Mack C0. }Rew York, 27 220a 


Chicago (Agency) ’ as Ss. Waboss 


FREE EASTER MUSIC 


*Glory Crowned Semele Free to Superintendents 


inisters. Send 10 cents 
Light of Hope f ‘Sind receive five, all different. 
Free to Organist or ghar Leader 
Sample Easter Anthems 











Easter ‘Chotr Cantatas on Selection 
Be Song Stories for Reader and Chorus. — 

















W EASTER M 


E uUsIC 

A Complete } i KING VICTORIOUS 
Easter vice By Cuas. H. Gasriet. 

an examination copy mailed for a two-cent stamp. 


Great Revival Hymus No. 2 


— . Send for examination copy onapproval; 

also ask how to secure our new music at Raifprice. All 
we ask is shat aoe 6 examine our book and compare it 
with others. We know you will send us the order. 


The Rodehearer C0. 46 N. Tweith ‘Strect, Puilaaicate 


EASTER SERVICES 


JESUS REIG ** Easter Echoes No. 3 
so Te EVER-LIVING KING.’’ Easter Echoes 


een 8 gents—for package containing one each of 
the above, also our Easter Catalogue and illus- 
trated circular of Easter Collection Devices. 

PREE—Onur Easter Catalogue. 

For 35 cents—we will mail you 12 complete 
Easter services. 

For 75 cents—we wil! mail you 26 complete Eas- 
ter Services, containing in all 312 pages of well 
selected Easter Carols. 


MacCALLA & CO., Inc., 249, Pock $t:. 




















HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Rich in hymns of praise, of the spiritual awaken- 
ing and developing life, and of service to others, 


386 PAGES OF SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL 


Quantity price, j0cents. Send for asample copy. 
The Century Co., Union Sq., New York City 


*rree EAOTER SERVICES 


Will be mailed to any Pastor, Sunday School Superin- 
tendent or Chairman of Music Committee who will 
mention this pease and state denomination.’ Unusu- 
ally attractive offerings for 1914. 


Tullar-Meredith 265 W. 36th St., New York 


» 14 W. Washington St., Chicago 


ASK FOR cathe. evenecieat Put: Go. Chicezo 
—————X—X——_—sasJau!__ 


Felling F iaaee | 18 and 23, July 

4. University Profes- 
. 3 oe ip. ‘‘ The Liberty 
Way.” st Ten is free. Write 


now. Universal Tours, S homas, Ontario. 




















with orchestration and songs forevery department of the |. 


Distinctly! 


Tones! Eight different 
every condition of the ear. 


Tone as the first 
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IIT Notice Notice sistance 
A}, agencies. The New 8-Towe Mears is sold di- 
rect from. our New .¥e ork office only. 


If you write at once we will make you 

our lowest net price direct from our labo- 

ratory to you—an offer that saves you all 

But don't make up 

your mind to keep the instrument on any 

terms until you have first tested and tried 

it thoroughly at our risk. 
are satisfied, you can pay the laboratory 
price in small payments if desired. Don't 
Take advantage of 
it to-day. Already more than 40,000 Mears 
Ear Phones have been sold. 


Try It 15 Days in 
Your Own Home 


Every Mears Ear Phone is sold only on 
Ask about our great free trial offer. 
Test this remarkable instrument on your own 
ears, under any conditions of outzice for 15 days. 
Nothing to pay for the trial. The Mears r 
Phone must give satisfaction or we take it back. 

Already eon Single 
r Phones have been 


Tf you live in or near New York please 
call at our office for free demonstration. 


Send Coupon Now 


For FREE. Book 


middlemen’s profits. 


miss this opportunity. 


Free Trial. 


That is our guarantee. 
Tone Mears Ba. 


The Mears Ear Phone boo 


deainess, tells how to stop 

oe ogress of the malad 
how to treat it. Sen 

the coupon at once for 

free and our 

— Special Intro- 

uctory Offer. Send 
at once. 45 


Mears Ear 
Phone Co. 
Dept. 6172 
45 W. 34th 
Street 


Trial Offer. 




















When answering advertisements, 


please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


ht-Tone Mears—just out! 
Kight-Tone ear. phone makes every kind and 
of sdund as distinct to the deaf as 


free and 
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Deaf People Now. 


HEAR 


Perfectly | 


every kind of sound with the aid of the 
latest marvelous invention, the 


NEW 8-IONE 


Mears Ear Phone 


—the final triumph of the inventor of 
the first successful multi-toneear phone. Bight 


adjustments to suit 
Sufferers from deaf- 


ness wag! ag nao welcomed the Mears Pour- 


hearing device. It 





was a scientific mere. But all its wonderful 


| in the amazing new 
The new 


to the perfect eyes. 


Don't Do Like This 


You don’t need. to any 
Don’t tax ' 
your own’ and others’. 
tience by. having to 
ask “What's. that? 
“What did“you say?”’ 
Hear the first time. 
The new Mears makes 
it possible. : 


ger. 


other sound” 


To hear 
what is ‘said, or 


Xd have to} 





Then, if you 


FREE 
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explains all the causes of 


Gentlemen—Please ong 4 me, 
postpaid, your Mears 
Ear Phone Booklet end particu- 

lars of your Special Introductory 
Offer on your new model Ei ee 
Tone Mears Ear Phone and 
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